
 
230 Commerce Way, Suite 302                                    
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March 29, 2023 
 
Ms. Stefanie Tetreault 
NHDES Wetlands Bureau  
29 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 95 
Concord, NH 03302-0095 
 
SUBJECT: NHDES File No. 2020-02959 
 Application Amendment 
 City of Portsmouth Little Bay Water Line Replacement 
 
Dear Stefanie, 

On behalf of the City of Portsmouth (the City), we have prepared an application amendment request to the 
Standard Dredge and Fill permit application previously submitted to the Wetlands Bureau with File Number 
2020-02959.  This amendment request is necessary as a result of changes to the project since the last 
permitting submittal made on behalf of the City. 

Revised Construction Access 
An amendment request was submitted to the Wetlands Bureau in November 2022 related to a revised 
construction access drive through the Town of Durham’s Wagon Hill Farm.  That route anticipated using the 
existing Wagon Hill driveway off Piscataqua Road (Route 4).  After additional consultation with the Town of 
Durham and after receiving input from the Town of Durham’s Land Stewardship Committee, a revised access 
route through Wagon Hill is proposed.  

The revised route proposes to construct a temporary stabilized access drive through the northeast corner of 
Wagon Hill Farm. The access drive will provide a separate access from Route 4 for construction equipment and 
personnel. The revised route is proposed to address the Town of Durham’s concerns for the safety of the 
public using Wagon Hill Farm during the construction of the water main project.  The revised access route will 
entirely separate the construction traffic from the public accessing Wagon Hill Farm by providing a dedicated 
access route for construction equipment.  Trails in the southern portion of the access route will be closed 
while the temporary access drive is in place.  

The revised route will require temporary impacts to freshwater wetlands.  Certified wetland scientist Marc 
Jacobs delineated wetlands along the proposed access route in February 2023.  The wetlands were classified 
as palustrine emergent.  Please refer to attached wetland classification report.  The proposed access route was 
selected to minimize impacts to wetlands and existing topography.  Timber mats are proposed where the 
access drive crosses wetlands.  The southern crossing will also have two 12-inch temporary culverts installed 
to allow for the flow of surface water.  Please refer to attached Wetland Impact Plan.   
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The Town of Durham is planning a trail improvement project at Wagon Hill to the west of the proposed access 
road. The Town has requested their contractor be able to access their project using the temporary 
construction access drive. That project is scheduled to go to construction this summer.  Because the Town’s 
project is scheduled to start construction earlier than the water main project, the construction access drive 
may be constructed in advance of the start of construction of the proposed water main replacement project.  

The revised access drive plan shows temporary construction staging areas on the Wagon Hill property near the 
entrance from Route 4. The staging areas will be used to temporarily store equipment and materials during 
construction. The construction staging area previously proposed, further south in Wagon Hill, near the water 
line easement has been reduced. This area will be used as a turnaround for the water line project and also by 
the Town of Durham to access the trail improvement project.   

Upon completion of the project, all construction materials will be removed, and the area restored to a grass 
field. 

Given the temporary nature of the construction access road and limited location for the construction access 
road, a functional assessment for the wetlands to be impacted was not completed.  A waiver is requested from 
Env-Wt 311.03 (b)(10).   

Refer to attached Wetland Impact Plan that show the revised proposed wetland impacts.  

Revised Wetland Impacts 
The revised construction access drive requires an additional 1,730 sq ft of temporary impacts to wetlands.  
Please find attached a check for the application fee of $692.00 for these additional proposed impacts.  The 
following is a summary of all proposed temporary impact areas for the entire project including the revised 
construction access drive location. 

Proposed Temporary Wetland Impacts 

  Activity 
Wetlands 

(sq ft) 
Tidal Waters 

(sq ft) 
Tidal Marsh 

(sq ft) 
Tidal Buffer 

Zone 
(sq ft) 

Trench excavation and construction access - 
Durham 

 25,470 2,120 17,465 

Trench excavation and construction access - 
Newington 

 21,280  9,130 

Temporary Access Drive (Wagon Hill) 2,995    

Total 2,995 46,750 2,120 26,595 

Numbers in italics were revised since last permit submittal. 
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The total quantity of proposed temporary impacts is 78,460 sq ft.  There are no proposed changes to the 
permanent impact area quantities. 

Easements 
The City is working with the Town of Durham to establish an access agreement that will authorize the City to 
access the water main project through Wagon Hill during construction. The agreement will be forwarded to 
the Wetlands Bureau once it has been executed which is expected in the near future. 

As noted in the previous application amendment, the City has started an eminent domain proceeding to 
obtain temporary and permanent easements over the 180 Piscataqua property.  While the goal to come to a 
mutual agreement with the property owners of 180 Piscataqua Road regarding the proposed temporary and 
permanent easements, the eminent domain statutory timeframe will result in the City obtaining title of the  
easements on March 28, 2023. A copy of the executed easement will be forwarded to the Wetlands Bureau 
once it has been executed. 

The City is planning for construction of this critical drinking water infrastructure project in Winter 2023/2024.  
In order to achieve this schedule, we are requesting that the public hearing related to wetland impacts 
required for this project be scheduled as soon as possible.    

We appreciate your continued assistance with this project. Should you need any additional information to 
complete your review of the permit application please contact me by email or phone (603.570.7126). 

Sincerely,  
WRIGHT-PIERCE 
 
 
 
Britt Eckstrom, PE  
Project Engineer  
britt.eckstrom@wright-pierce.com   
  
Enclosures: 
Attachment A – Revised Wetland Impact plan 
Attachment B – Wetland Delineation Report 
 
Cc: Brian Goetz, City of Portsmouth 
      Town of Durham Conservation Commission 
      Town of Newington Conservation Commission 
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