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January 24, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew Renzullo 
Chair, House Resources, Recreation and Development Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 305 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
RE: HB 212, AN ACT appropriating funding for investigations, testing, and monitoring relative 

to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances. 
 
Dear Chair Renzullo and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 212.  This bill proposes to amend RSA 485-H to 
rename the PFAS Remediation Loan Fund as the PFAS Response Fund (Fund) and to expand the 
allowable duties of the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) under the 
Fund to include PFAS investigation, testing and monitoring.  The bill also makes an appropriation of 
$2,000,000 to the Fund.  NHDES supports this proposed expansion of the allowable duties under the 
Fund, which will allow the Fund to provide for more comprehensive attention to the problem of 
PFAS contamination in our state.  NHDES does not take a position with respect to the source of any 
future appropriation. 
 
Since the discovery of widespread PFAS contamination in drinking water in southern New 
Hampshire in 2016, NHDES has directed resources to an agency-wide effort to understand the scope 
of the problem and to reduce or eliminate exposure of our citizens to PFAS chemicals from all 
media.  Fundamental components of that effort have been conducting cross-media investigations, 
testing, and monitoring of PFAS contamination.  Over the last few years, NHDES has largely funded 
these activities using a $6M appropriation made in the 2019 budget trailer bill (Laws of 2019 
Ch.346:304, HB4), which allowed for “studying, investigating, and testing for contamination caused 
by [PFAS]…”  This appropriation and its directive will lapse on June 30, 2023.  Unfortunately, while 
NHDES has made great strides in the investigation of PFAS contamination statewide, the need for 
continued investigation, testing, and monitoring across all media, including air, water, soil, and biota 
is great. 
 
This bill, starting on page 2 line 6, specifically expands the allowable duties of NHDES under the 
Fund to include: 
 

“Investigating, testing, and monitoring PFAS in soil, groundwater, surface water, wastewater, 
air, biota, and other media;” and  
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“conducting scientific investigation to support development of appropriate regulatory 
standards for PFAS, and development and implementation of treatment and remediation 
methods for PFAS in air, water, soil and other media.” 
 

With the addition of these specified duties, this bill will provide a clear directive to NHDES to 
continue its vital work on PFAS and establish the PFAS Response Fund as a comprehensive tool and 
resource for doing so.   

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on HB 212.  Should you have questions or need 
additional information, please feel free to contact either Michael Wimsatt, Waste Management 
Division Director (michael.wimsatt@des.nh.gov, 271-1997) or me.  
   
  Sincerely, 

  
   Robert R. Scott 
   Commissioner 

 

ec:   Sponsors of HB 212:  Representatives Rung, Murphy, Rombeau, Dunn, Lascelles, and Senators 
Chandley, Carson 
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