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The Honorable Andrew Renzullo 
Chairman, House Resources, Recreation and Development Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 305 
Concord, NH 03301 
 

RE:  HB 205, AN ACT relative to testing private wells. 
 
Dear Chairman Renzullo and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill (HB) 205.  This bill would require that:  
 

1) Water quality testing for newly constructed private water supply wells be completed and provided 
to the homeowner;  
 

2) Information using form language included in HB 205 be provided to buyers of homes about the 
potential occurrence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in drinking water in New 
Hampshire; 

 
3) Information using form language included in HB 205 be provided to new buyers of homes about 

common contaminants in drinking water derived from private wells and the importance of testing 
the water quality and considering treatment options when needed; and, 

 
4)  Form language that currently must be provided to new home buyers regarding radon be revised to 

describe the health concerns associated with radon in air and groundwater.   

 
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) supports efforts to educate New 
Hampshire residents about identifying and, if necessary, mitigating exposure to unsafe levels of 
contaminants in their drinking water.  However, NHDES recognizes there will be increased costs 
associated with: 1) testing the drinking water from newly constructed wells; and 2) enforcing the 
requirements of HB 205. 
 
HB 205 is very similar to HB 667 that passed the House of Representatives (House) in 2020 but was not 
considered by the Senate due to COVID disrupting the regular legislative process.  Significant work and 
collaboration between legislators, industry and public health representatives occurred on HB 667 during 
multiple legislative work sessions while the bill was considered in the House. The primary difference in 
HB 205 of 2023 versus HB 667 of 2020 is that PFAS has been added to the list of contaminants that must 
be tested for in newly constructed wells. 
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Nearly half of New Hampshire’s residents are served by on-lot private wells.  While NHDES regulates the 
safety of water provided to homes by community water systems, there are no statewide requirements 
that ensure the safety of water from private wells.  This is problematic because there is a prevalence of 
unsafe levels of naturally occurring contaminants, such as, arsenic, uranium, manganese, bacteria and 
radon, in drinking water derived from private wells.  Just for arsenic alone, it is estimated that 30 percent 
of the bedrock wells in the state produce drinking water that have a concentration of arsenic that exceeds 
New Hampshire’s maximum contaminant level of five parts-per-billion.  Studies conducted in New 
Hampshire have linked arsenic in drinking water obtained from private wells to higher rates of adverse 
birth outcomes, infections in infants, and gestational diabetes in mothers.  A large body of research has 
also linked concentrations of arsenic that are common in drinking water derived from private wells in 
New Hampshire with higher rates of bladder, lung, skin cancer as well as cardiovascular disease and lower 
childhood intelligence.   
 
In addition to naturally occurring contaminants in drinking water, New Hampshire has been impacted by 
the widespread release of man-made PFAS.  NHDES has water testing results from approximately 10,017 
out of the approximately 250,000 private wells in the state, primarily in the southern half of the state.  
Approximately 8,624 out of the 10,017 private wells sampled produced drinking water that have 
detectable levels of PFAS and 2,962 out of the 10,017 private wells tested produce drinking water that 
exceeds state standards for one or more of the four regulated PFAS.  This bill would be a significant step 
toward making homeowners aware of their drinking water quality and enabling them to reduce the 
associated health risks.  A significant benefit of requiring testing for PFAS is that New Hampshire has 
established a program to provide rebates up to $5,000 for homeowners to install treatment if water from 
their well exceeds a state PFAS standard. 
 
The cost of constructing a new well typically ranges from $12,000-$25,000.  The proposed water quality 
testing requirements for newly constructed wells would increase the cost by approximately $400-$800 
with approximately two-thirds of the cost being associated with including PFAS testing requirements and 
the other one-third of the costs being associated with the other traditionally sampled contaminants.  
Testing for PFAS in newly constructed wells could also be problematic because there is a potential for 
regulated PFAS to unknowingly be part of the materials used to install and construct the well and the 
associated pump and storage systems.  This may cause PFAS testing results to be temporarily elevated 
immediately after the well construction and pump installation process.  Regardless of whether the testing 
requirement is included in the final bill, information should be provided to new well owners about the 
potential for PFAS contamination in drinking water and measures that can be taken to test for it and 
mitigate it if necessary.   
 
Please note that the bill establishes that failure to comply with the proposed testing requirements for 
newly constructed wells would be a violation of RSA-485: Safe Drinking Water Act.  Enforcement of the 
statute would require resources from NHDES. It is important to note that violations would only likely be 
recognized and addressed on a reactive basis by NHDES in response to inquiries or complaints from the 
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public.  NHDES would have no other way to proactively ensure that the required testing occurred based 
on the provisions in HB 205. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on HB 205.  Should you have any questions or require 
more information, please contact Brandon Kernen, Administrator of the Drinking Water and Groundwater 
Bureau at 603-271-1168 or Brandon.Kernen@des.nh.gov.  
 
       Sincerely, 

 
       Robert R. Scott 
       Commissioner 
 
ec: Sponsors of HB 205: Representatives Meuse, Grote, Edgar, Malloy, W. Thomas, N. Murphy, 

Balboni; Senator Altschiller 
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