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The Honorable Andrew Renzullo  
Chairman, House Resources, Recreation and Development Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 305 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
RE:  HB 1620 – AN ACT identifying part of the Merrimack River as a protected river. 
 
Dear Chairman Renzullo and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 1620. This bill proposes to designate 
the portion of the Merrimack River that flows through Manchester into the Rivers Management 
and Protection Program as a protected river, appending it to the currently protected lower 
segment of the Merrimack River. NHDES has some concerns with the bill as written and would 
like to suggest a possible amendment.    
 
The Rivers Management and Protection Program was established in 1988 as a grassroots program 
to help local communities work across municipal borders and with the state to better protect the 
natural resource that they share. In 1990, the segments of the Merrimack River from Merrimack 
and Litchfield south and from Garvins Falls in Bow north were two of the first five rivers or river 
segments designated into the program, following the process outlined in RSA 483:6 and Env-Wq 
1800 to ensure that local residents and communities supported the designation. At that time, 
Manchester declined to support the designation, so the middle section of the Merrimack River 
was not included.  
 
NHDES fully supports the designation of any New Hampshire river that has the support of the 
communities through which it flows. Our only concern about HB 1620 is that it bypassed the 
public process outlined in RSA 483.   Principally, Env-Wq 1803.02 requires, among other things, 
“A description and documentation of the community and public support which the sponsor 
believes exists for the nomination, including copies of any letters from elected and appointed 
local officials.”   The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that the designation is well vetted 
by the affected communities.  If the Committee has such documentation from the City of 
Manchester, the Town of Bedford, and the Town of Hooksett, we think that would greatly 
strengthen the designation and would assuage our concerns.  

 

We also suggest that the Committee consider an amendment to the bill; namely, to strike the 

following (see strikethrough): 
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II. Merrimack River-main stem from the [Bedford-Merrimack] Manchester-Hooksett 

town line to the New Hampshire-Massachusetts state line as a "community river." 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit complete capacity utilization, not to 

exceed 30 million gallons per day, or any construction or repairs required to achieve such 

utilization of the existing intake facilities of Pennichuck WaterWorks situated on the 

western bank of the Merrimack River in the vicinity of Chase Brook, so-called. This 

paragraph shall not affect any private right in the Merrimack River and shall not relieve 

Pennichuck Water Works, or its successors and assigns, from compliance with other laws 

or rules under the state's police power. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 

override or alter the consent decree entered into with the Environmental Protection 

Agency in the matter of United States of America and state of New Hampshire v. City of 

Manchester, New Hampshire signed in June 2020. 

 
This language was added in the original designation in 1990 as a result of concerns at the time 
about future instream flow regulations.  Since that time, the instream flow program at NHDES 
has matured and is completely different in its approach, utilizing river-specific scientific data.  The 
language of this statute implies not only an allocation of water but, more worrisome, a limit.   
Given the issues with contaminated water supplies in southern New Hampshire, is it important 
at this time to provide the flexibility needed to ensure that residents and businesses in that part 
of the state have adequate water supplies into the future.  
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on HB 1620. Should you have questions, or 
need additional information, please feel free to contact Ted Diers, Watershed Management 
Bureau Administrator at 603-271-3289 or ted.diers@des.nh.gov, or Tracie Sales, Rivers and Lakes 
Programs Administrator, NHDES Water Division, at 603-271-2959 or tracie.sales@des.nh.gov.    
 
       Sincerely, 

 
       Robert R. Scott 
       Commissioner 
 
ec: Sponsor of HB 1620 – Representative Berry 
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