
The State of New Hampshire 

Department of Environmental Services 

 
Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 

www.des.nh.gov 
29 Hazen Drive • PO Box 95 • Concord, NH 03302-0095 

(603) 271-3503 • Fax: 271-2867 TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 

January 10, 2022 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew Renzullo 
Chair, House Resources, Recreation and Development Committee 
Legislative Office Building, Room 305 
Concord, NH 03301 
 
RE: HB 1452–FN,  AN ACT renaming the department of environmental services the department of environmental 

protection and assigning the department oversight of private drinking water wells. 
 
Dear Chairman Renzullo and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 1452.  This bill would: 1) Rename the Department of 
Environmental Services (Department) to the Department of Environmental Protection; and 2) Authorize the 
Department to enter privately owned lands for the purpose of sampling and inspecting private drinking water wells. 
 
The Department of Environmental Services (Department) opposes the aspect of the bill that proposes to re-name 
the Department by replacing “Services” with “Protection.”  The term “Services” appropriately reflects that the 
Department achieves environmental protection using multiple approaches including education, collaboration, 
assistance and regulatory oversight.  Modifying its name will divert substantial resources to re-brand the agency 
and potentially cause confusion. 
 
The Department takes no position on the aspect of the bill that would explicitly enable it to enter privately owned 
lands for the purpose of sampling and inspect private drinking water wells to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of RSA 485.  However, we do question its need, as the Department has historically had success working with private 
land owners or collaborating with local health officers under their inspection authorities pursuant to RSA 147 to 
gain access to wells for inspections and sampling.  Nevertheless, the proposed language in HB 1452 would clarify 
that the Department has the authority to inspect and collect samples from private wells.  The Department notes 
that even with the language in this bill that enables the Department to enter privately owned land, a landowner 
may refuse entry by the Department and require that it obtain an administrative inspection warrant pursuant to 
RSA 595-B. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on HB 1452.  Should you have any questions or require more 
information, please contact Brandon Kernen, Administrator of the Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau at 603-
271-1168 or Brandon.Kernen@des.nh.gov with any questions.  
 
       Sincerely, 

         
       Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 
 
ec: Sponsors of HB 1452:  Representatives Boyd and Mooney 
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