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The Municipal EcoLink is a monthly e-bulletin designed to inform you of the latest 
environmental ideas, trends, grants, rules and more from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 
(NHDES). We respectfully request that the following is electronically distributed or otherwise made available to your 
municipal committees, councils and boards. Please feel free to post it on your municipal website as well. You may read 
past issues at The Municipal EcoLink.   

 
NHDES Response to COVID-19 
The coronavirus pandemic has caused many of us to do business differently. NHDES has set up a COVID-19 webpage as 
a clearinghouse for information related to any changes in NHDES program activity. NHDES will do its best to 
communicate any changes directly with our program customers and stakeholders, however please check this webpage 
regularly, as we will update information as necessary.  
 
Drought Information 
NHDES has advised public water systems to carefully track supplies and implement outdoor water use restrictions as 
needed. NHDES is advising municipalities in drought areas to consider imposing lawn watering restrictions, as 
authorized by RSA 41:11-d, to ensure the community is able to continue to meet essential needs as conditions worsen. 
To prepare your community for the impacts of drought, see Drought Guidance for Municipalities and Guidance on 
Adopting Lawn Watering Restrictions. 
 
Hearing concerns about dry water wells?   
Our groundwater resources are being impacted by the current drought. The State of NH has approved a 1.5-million-
dollar initiative to provide financial assistance to low-income homeowners on private residential wells that have gone 
dry or have very little water due to drought conditions. If you have concerned homeowners, direct them to complete 
this survey and send an email to droughtwellinfo@des.nh.gov for more information. 
 
Funds Available Through Diesel Emissions Reduction Act Program 
NHDES has approximately $750,000 of funding available through the EPA’s Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) 
program. This Request for Proposals (RFP) is for a first round of funding administered by NHDES through the State 
Clean Diesel Grant Program. This Program provides partial funding for local/state governments and businesses 
operating in New Hampshire to reduce emissions through idle reduction technologies, exhaust controls, and/or 
replacement of older on- or off-road diesel engines/vehicles/equipment. Round 1 RFP applications will be accepted 
through November 16 at 4 PM. If funding remains, proposals submitted after November 16, but by Tuesday, January 
19, 2021, will also be considered. For more information, visit the NH DERA Project webpage. 
 
Asset Management Planning Grant Program  
The NHDES Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau is pleased to announce another round of the Asset Management 
Planning Grant program. This grant is intended to assist community water systems in developing an asset 
management plan. The program will provide community water systems a 100% matching grant up to $20,000 to 
conduct asset management initiatives. Applications will be accepted until December 4, 2020. Eligible systems include 
Community Water Systems serving a population of 200 or greater. An information packet and application are available 
on the DWGB website. Feel free to contact Luis Adorno at (603) 271-2472 or luis.adorno@des.nh.gov if you have any 
questions or would like to discuss your proposal. 
 
Small Storage Tank Inspection  
The NHDES Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau is pleased to announce the Small Community Public Water 
System Tank Inspection Grant program. Atmospheric and hydropneumatic tanks are vital components of a small water 
system and need to be properly maintained. To evaluate the condition of a tank and its remaining life expectancy, it 
needs to be inspected internally, and if accessible, externally too. NHDES offers small water systems a 100% matching 
grant of up to $4,000 per tank of 20,000 gallons or less to perform tank inspections. NHDES will award a maximum of 
$10,000 for each water system (enough for three tanks) to perform those long-neglected inspections in 2021. 
Applications are accepted throughout the year. For more information or to obtain an application, please visit  the 
Asset Management webpage or contact Luis Adorno at (603) 271-2472 or luis.adorno@des.nh.gov . 
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Household Hazardous Waste Grants Available 
NHDES is now accepting requests for applications for Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Grants for State Fiscal Year 
2022 (July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022). This will be your only opportunity to obtain a grant this coming fiscal year. 
Costs eligible for reimbursement include contractor HHW disposal costs and an educational campaign addressing 
source reduction, reuse and recycling of household hazardous waste. Highest priority will be given to underserved 
communities, groups of communities serving the greatest possible population, operating a permanent HHW facility, 
and providing access to multiple collection events. The deadline for submitting a completed grant application is 
February 1, 2021.  Grant application packages are available on the NHDES Household Hazardous Waste Program 
webpage. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the HHW Program at 271-2047, or by email at 
hhw@des.state.nh.us . 
 
NHDES Annual Asset Management Webinar 
The NHDES asset management workshop will not take place this year. Instead, NHDES will host a two-hour webinar on 
January 19, 2021 at 10:00 AM EST. The webinar will provide water system managers and operators with ideas and 
examples on the value of data once that data is converted into a decision-making tool. NHDES will also be presenting 
the 2nd annual Asset Management Program Award. Join this webinar to hear innovative solutions as how your peers 
from New Hampshire have taken on this concept of data to dollars. To register, click on the registration link. If you 
have any questions, please contact Luis Adorno at (603) 271-2472 or luis.adorno@des.nh.gov. 
 
Drinking Water and Sewer Rates Dashboard 
The NHDES, in partnership with the Environmental Finance Center (EFC) invites you to participate in the upcoming 
2020-2021 New Hampshire Water and Wastewater Rates Survey. Our goal is to support your utility rate-setting and 
planning decisions by providing an accurate, up-to-date portrait of rates across the state with meaningful comparisons 
and context. Data from participating utilities will be incorporated into the free, interactive, online Rates Dashboard, 
which allows users to compare rates among utilities according to multiple factors such as utility size, water source 
type, customer demographics and geography. Additionally, a report and tables summarizing the results of the survey 
will be published. Feel free to contact Luis Adorno at (603) 271-2472 or luis.adorno@des.nh.gov if you have any 
questions. 
 
The New Hampshire Drinking Water Festival will be offered virtually in 2021! 
 The New Hampshire Drinking Water Festival has educated and inspired fourth-graders to conserve and protect our 
water resources for 27 years. To keep everyone safe, the 2021 festival is moving online. And, to support teachers, 
students and parents these free online resources will be available March through July. Major themes include the 
water cycle, watersheds, groundwater, wildlife and the human water cycle. Lessons connect with student’s daily lives 
and explore how they can keep water clean. The online lessons and activities are designed for students in grades 3-5, 
but with the timeless importance of clean water, students in other grades will also benefit from them. Student in 
grades 3-5 are invited to participate in this year’s Water Poetry Contest. This is a great opportunity to incorporate the 
language arts and water science. The Drinking Water Festival’s new website is currently under construction, but it can 
be found and bookmarked for the virtual event this spring. If you would like to learn more, please contact Lara Hooper 
at lara.hooper@des.nh.gov. 
 
NHDES Wetlands Rules Update 
On September 25, 2020, NHDES updated the definitions and on October 23, 2020, adopted amendments to clarify 
avoidance and minimization, clarifying shoreline structures criteria, PBN and expedited processes and forms.   
Final effective changes as posted to the NHDES Rulemaking page, and final forms. 
 
The NHDES website is getting a makeover 
Coming soon! The NHDES website will be getting a fresh new look, complete with an update to the navigation system. 
All the information you need and want will still be there, but will be organized in a much more intuitive way, based on 
environmental topics. There will also be a keyword searchable document library that will put all NHDES fact sheets, 
reports, guidance documents, outreach materials and more at your fingertips. The site will be fully mobile-ready, 
making accessing the information you need even easier. Keep an eye out for more information about when the new 
website will be going live. 
 
Free “What’s Flushable” Removable Decals 
Is your town or city having problems with wipes and non-flushable items impacting your wastewater systems? The 
Wastewater Engineering Bureau’s Residuals Management Section has 4”x7” “What’s Flushable” removable decals and 
magnets for you to put up around your town! Contact anthony.drouin@des.nh.gov for more information. 
 
How Cool is That?! – Environmental Education for pre-K – age 99  
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Environmental education resources and ideas for teachers and parents are now available on NHDES Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram sites. Started in April, the How Cool is That?! series offers lessons, resources, teacher training 
opportunities and readings for all grade levels and adults who want to learn more about how the natural world 
works. Let curiosity and wonder be your guide! Minimize screen fatigue and get outside. We will share How Cool is 
That?! items regularly to support teachers and parents and the kid in us all during this time of remote learning and 
beyond. Search social media sites for “How Cool is That” to find earlier posts. If you would like your organization to be 
tagged, please send your social media handle to Lara Hooper at lara.hooper@des.nh.gov.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send your comments for the editor to editor@des.nh.gov.  
To receive press releases and other publications of the NH Department of Environmental Services via email, please sign 
up on our newsletter subscription page.  

mailto:lara.hooper@des.nh.gov
mailto:editor@des.nh.gov
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001dZZfSJUF90B7pVuGHqxRT5eDWE0hccVzuy7LwAfgp-b0DUNCwkjSuOyncV8jPSXknGQnWnoetr3C6VKjIZH-T3mS60FpN70op_3mR5PTRhw%3D

