
Some suggested items to include on a checklist 
 
ITEM 

 

Container/Tank Labeling 

Do all labels contain the words “hazardous waste” 

Do all labels identify the contents? (e.g., metal hydroxide sludge, spent solvents,  etc…) 

Do all labels contain the State or EPA waste code? (e.g., D001, F003, etc…) 

Do all labels have accumulation start dates? 

 

Container Management 

Are containers in good condition? 

-no leaks, corrosion, gaskets in place where required, structural integrity  

Is telephone in working order? 

Are fire extinguishers inspected within 12 months? 

Is spill control equipment available within 100 feet of the waste? 

Are all hazardous waste labels accessible? 

Is the accumulation time on all containers < 90 days? 

Is there adequate aisle space between containers (2’ minimum)? 

Are wastes compatible with containers? 

Are all containers closed unless actively adding or removing waste? 

Are containers of ignitable or reactive wastes stored at least 50’ from property boundaries? 

Are incompatible wastes in separate containers, and separated by dike, berm, wall, or other? 

Are storage surfaces free of cracks or gaps, and are they sufficiently impervious to contain leaks and 

spills until they are detected? 

Is secondary containment in place where there are functional floor drains, sinks or other drains? 

Are “No Smoking” signs posted when ignitable or reactive wastes are stored? 

Is there an emergency posting at the phone nearest the waste storage area?  (within 100 feet) 

Does emergency posting include the home and office phone number of the emergency coordinator? 

Does emergency posting include the phone number of the fire department? 

Does emergency posting include the phone number of the police department? 

Does emergency posting include the phone number of the local hospital? 

Does emergency posting include the phone number of state and local emergency response teams? 

Does emergency posting include the location of fire extinguishers? 

Does emergency posting include the location of spill control equipment? 

Does emergency posting include the location of internal alarms? 

Is there a means to control unknowing entry? 

 

Tank Management 

Is secondary containment present? 

Does secondary containment prevent migration of waste to soil, groundwater, or surface water? 

Are there any indications of leaks or deterioration caused by corrosion or other factors? 

Is there a functional leak detection system in place that will alert you to leaks in either the tank or 

the secondary containment system within 24 hours of release? 

Does monitoring data (e.g., pressure and temperature gauges, monitoring wells) indicate that the 

tank system is being operated according to its design? 

Is overfill/spill control equipment (e.g., waste-feed cutoff systems, bypass systems, and drainage 

systems) in good working order? 



 

Outdoor Storage (in addition to those above) 

Are containers under cover such that precipitation cannot collect on tops? 

Are containers within secondary containment (110% volume of biggest container)? 

Is secondary containment covered from precipitation? 

Are all hazardous waste containers at least 50 feet from surface waters? 

Are all hazardous waste containers at least 50 feet from storm drains? 

Are all hazardous waste containers at least 75 feet from private wells? 

Are all hazardous waste containers at least beyond the protective radius of public water wells? 

Is there a posting “Danger – Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out”? 

 

Satellite Storage  

Container(s) holding <55 gallons? 

Is the container at or near the point of generation? 

Is the container under the control of the operator? 

Is the container marked with the words “hazardous waste” and words that identify the contents? 

Are there any signs of leaks, corrosion or other indications that the container is compromised? 

 

Used Oil Management  (Note: not required to be inspected, but a good practice, nonetheless!) 

Are containers storing used oil for recycle closed? 

Are containers or tanks storing used oil for recycle labeled “Used Oil for Recycle”? 

Are containers and tanks maintained so as to prevent spillage, seepage, or other discharge of used oil 

into storm or sanitary sewers, onto the land, or into ground or surface waters? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


