
121 Water Street, Exeter, N.H. 03833-2487
ro3- 778-0885

Mr. Richard Flanders
Water Quality,
Permits and Compliance
Department of Environmental Services
P.o. Box 95
Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095

RE: Exeter River Nomination to the New Hampshire
Rivers Management and Protection Program

Dear Mr. Flanders:

In accordance with the grant (CWA SECTION 604 (b» between the
Rockingham Planning Commission and your office I am enclosing the
following information relating to the above noted river nomination:

1. Documents relating to public participation. The
Rockingham Planning Commission held a number of public
informational meetings and working sessions relating to this
nomination. In addition to these meetings, Stephen Wallace,
former Rockingham Planning Commmission senior planner,
attended at least one meeting with the planning board and/or
the conservation commission in each community to explain the
Exeter River nomination process and the potential impacts to
each community;

2. Two copies of the completed nomination form. Also
included are letters of support from various communities and
environmental organizations;

3. A roll of informational
inventory for the project;

which constitute themaps,

4. The final invoices for the project.

Atkinson. Brentwood . Danville. East Kingston. Epping. Exeter. Fremont. Greenland. Hampstead. Hampton. Hampton Falls. Kensington. Kingston. New Castle
Newfields. Newington. Newton. North Hampton. Plaistow. Portsmouth. Rye. Salem. Sandown. Seabrook. South Hampton. Stratham. Windham
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In addition to this information Ms. Taylor of the New
Hampshire Rivers Council will be forwarding the referenced video to
your office. This fourteen minute video has film footage from both
the air and water and will give you a good sense of the river's
value to the abutting communities.

I thank you for your consideration on this project. In the
event you may have any further questions or comments please contact
me at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

ft1LA /.td( .#;tt(JJ'Cll.(.-

~~e~h-M. Ware
Senior Planner

attachments
cc: J. McCartney, DES

Rockingham Land Trust
Exeter River Watershed Ass.



New Hampshire Rivers Management and Protection Program

River Nomination Form

Instructions: Before beginning any work on a river nomination,
sponsors should contact the state Rivers Coordinator in the NH
Department of Environmental Services (DES). The Coordinator can
provide initial guidance by identifying local and regional contacts
and other sources of information and can give advice throughout the
preparation of a river nomination. A publication, "A Guide to
River Nominations," is also available from the Rivers Coordinator.
This Guide includes a step-by-step explanation of the nomination
process and a directory of federal, state, regional, and private
sources of information and technical assistance. The River
Coordinator's address and telephone number are: DES Rivers
Coordinator, P.o. Box 95, 6 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301, (603)
271-3503.

I. NOMINATION INFORMATION

Name of River: Exeter River1.

TheRiver/River Segment Location and Length
river is approximately 32 miles in length.

(miles):2.

Sponsoring organization or Individual: Rockingham
Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association.

3. (a)

Contact Person:Blizabetb M. Ware
Rockingbam Planning commission

Address: 121 Water street, Exeter, HH 03833

Phone Number (daytime): 778-0885

SUMMARY: RESOURCES OF STATEWIDE OR LOCAL SIGNIFICANCEII.

E~lanation: In order to be eligible for designation to the NH
Rivers Management and Protection Program, a river must contain or
represent either a significant statewide or local example of a
natural, managed, cultural, or recreational resource.

Instructions:

1. By checking the appropriate boxes on the following page,
indicate the resource values that you believe are present in
the nominated river and whether you believe these values are
present at a level of significance that is statewide or local.
If the value is not present, leave the box blank.
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Value Present!
Local Signifi-
cance

Value Present!
statewide Siqnificance

[ x
[ x

[x]
[x]

[X]
[X]
[X]
[X]
[X]
[X]

Na tural Resource
Geologic Resources
wildlife Resources
Vegetation/Natural

Communities
Fish Resources
Water Quality
Open Space
Natural Flow Characteristics
Scenic Resources

[x]
[x]
[ ]

x
x

Manaqed Resources
Impoundments
Water Withdrawals/Discharqes
Hydroelectric Resources

x [x]
[ x

CUI tural Resources
Historical/

Archaeological
Resources

Community River Resources

Recreational Resources
Fishery Resources
Boating Resources
Other Recreational Resources
Public Access

[x]
[x]
[x]

x ]
[X]
[X]
[X]( ]

2. Briefly describe the most important resource values which are
present in the nominated river and why you believe these
values are significant from either a statewide or local
perspective. For example, if the river contains a segment of
whitewater that attracts kayakers from throughout the state
and is identified in a regional boater's guide as a premier
whitewater boating segment, you should identify recreational
boating as a significant statewide resource and include one or
two sentences in support of this statement. In addition, if
you feel that a resource value is threatened, explain why.

The Exeter River watershed covers an area that is approxima te-
ly ~6 miles long and about 3 miles wide. Ten towns share this
watershed, with the river corridor flowing through eight towns
(Exeter, Brentwood, Danville, Kensington, Fremont, Raymond,
Sandown and Chester). The major resource of this river is
that it provides public drinking water for Exeter. Addition-
ally, it provides significant recreational resources to the
area. Naturalists, fishermen and canoeists all partake of the
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river's recreational opportunities. Furthermore, the river is
an important wildlife habitat corridor - serving as a spawning
ground ~or various fish species and protecting and providing
homes to a diverse population of mammals and birds, such as
deer, moose, osprey and bald eagle.

COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

Explanation: The level of community and other public support which
is demonstrated for a river nomination will be an important factor
in determining whether that river will be recommended for legisla-
tive designation. Such support may be shown by the adoption of a
town resolution, a letter from selectmen, master plan excerpts, or
documented support from other groups, either public or private (if
private, explain the group's purpose and who is represented).

Instructions: Describe the type of community and other public
support which exists for the river nomination and attach appropri-
ate documentation.
Letters ot support have been received from the following communi-
ties and organizations:

Town o~ Brentwood Conservation Commission
Town ot Chester Conservation Commission
Town ot Fremont Conservation Commission
Town o~ Sandown Conservation Commission
Town o~ Exeter Conservation Commission
Rockingham County Conservation District
New Hampshire Rivers Council
Town o~ Raymond Board o~ Selectmen
Phillips Exeter Academy
Senator Richard L. Russman, Esq.

In addition to the letters of support, it should be noted that the
majority of the towns within the Exeter River Watershed have
identified drinking water, wetlands and open space protection as
resources that are deemed important and should be protected.

OTHER SUPPORTING INFORMATION

ExDlanation: In addition to the information provided on this
nomination form, sponsors are encouraged to submit any other
information which they believe will support the nomination of the
river. This information may include a visual presentation (for
example, a slide program or a map showing the location of signifi-
cant resources) or studies and reports on the river.

Instructions: List what, if any, additional supporting information
has been submitted with this river nomination.

Attached please find the following watershed-wide inventory
maps: a surface water drainage map, wetlands map, floodplain
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and dam location map, aquifer and wells map, bedrock qeoloqy
map, land use map, zoning map, potential pollution source map,
protected lands and public access map, historic/archaeoloqic
resource map, and wildlife/plant life habitat map.

Also included is a 14 minute video which contains upstream and
downstream footage of the Exeter River. Video vantage points
include the river as seen from its banks, the river as seen
from a canoe, and the river as seen from a two-seater air-
plane.

v. RIVER CLASSIFICATIONS

ExDlanation: Each river or river segment that is designated by the
state legislature will be placed into a river classification
system. This classifica-tion system consists of three categories:
Natural, Rural, and Community Rivers. Refer to the DES publication
IIA Guide to River Nominations, II for a complete description and
explanation of the river classification system and the instream
protection measures which have been adopted by the state legisla-
ture for each classification. In this part of the nomination form,
DES and the State Rivers Management Advisory Committee are
interested in learning which river classifica-tion(s) you believe
is most appropriate for your river.

Instructions:

1. For each classification criteria listed below (a-d), check the
one box which most accurately describes the nominated river or
segment.

General DescriDtion

] The river or segment is free-flowing and characterized by high
quality natural and scenic resources. The river shoreline is
in primarily natural vegetation and the river corridor is
generally undeveloped and develop-ment, if any, is limited to
forest management and scattered housing. (Natural Rivers)

The river or segment is adjacent to lands which are partially
or predominantly used for agriculture, forest management, and
dispersed or cluster housing. Some instream structures may
exist, including low dams, diversion works, and other minor
modifications. (Rural Rivers)

The river or segment flows through populated areas of the
state and possesses actual or potential resource values, with
some residential or other building development near the
shoreline. The river or river segment is readily accessible
by road or railroad, and may include some diversions or
impoundments. (Community Rivers)
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Lenath

long. (Naturalis at milesThe river
Rivers)

or segment least 5r 1

The river or segment is at least 3 miles lonq. (Rural Rivers)[x]

1 mile (Communitylong.The river or segment is at
Rivers)

least

Water Quality

the actual water
(Natural Rivers)

Under the state's water quality standards,
quality of the river or segment is Class A.

[ ]

Under the state's water quality standards,
quality of the river or segment is Class
community Rivers)

the actual water
B. (Rural and

Under the state's water quality standards,
quality of the river or segment is Class C.

the actual water

Distance to Roads

The minimum distance from the river shoreline to a paved road
open to the public for motor vehicle use is at least 250 feet,
except where a vegetative or other natural barrier exists
which effectively screens the sight and sound of motor
vehicles for a majority of the length of the river. (Natural
Rivers)

( ]

rxl There is no minimum distance from the river shoreline to an
existing road. Roads may parallel the river shoreline with
regular bridge crossings and public access sites. (Rural and
Community Rivers)

Based on the boxes checked above, and your knowledge of the
river or segment, identify those segments of the river which
you believe should be classified as either a Natural, Rural,
or Community River (for example: Natural River: head-waters to
the Town of ABC town line; Rural River: Town of ACB town line
to the state border). Although a river or segment may be
given more than one classification, the number of differently
classified segments should be kept to a minimum. If your
recommendation is incompatible with any of the above-listed
criteria for a particular river classification, and you
believe the classification is nevertheless appropriate and
justified, explain why.

2.

Natural River:
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Rural River: It is intended that the Exeter River, in its
entirety, be designated as a "Rural Riverll. The vast majority
of' the land along the banks of' the river is undeveloped,
alternating between forest lands and open land which is used
as, or has a history of, agricultural use. Concentrations of
single family residential development are scattered along the
shoreline. There are numerous places where the river is
crossed by roads and a dam is present at the Brentwood/Exeter
town line.

Community River:

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT

A map of the river must be appended to this resource assessment.
This map should be taken from a US Geological Survey quadrangle
(scale 1:24,000) and should include an inset or locator map showing
the location of the river within the state.

1. Natural Resources

Geoloaic Resources

Briefly describe the significant geologic resources of the river
and river corridor, including any unique or visually interesting
features such as waterfalls, unusual rock formations, and areas of
rapids. Indicate if the state geologist or a recognized national
or state resource assessment has identified these geologic
resources as significant at a national, regional (New England),
state, or local level.any falls? significant rock formations? if
not, then simply describe the bedrock geology map

Please refer to the attached watershed-wide inventory maps.

The state's qeoloqist has deemed this river's qeoloqic features
siqnificant in that there are interestinq visual features, rock
formations and falls. There are several stretches of rapids alonq
the river.

The river itself is approximately 32 miles long and is character-
ized as a "dendritic arrangement'. type of drainage system, with
smaller streams and tributaries feeding into the main channel of
the river. The system connects bogs, marshes and other wetlands
together in a comprehensive drainage pattern.

wildlife Resources

List the species of mammals and birds commonly found in the
river and river corridor.

The following lists of common mammal and bird species found within
the Exeter River Corridor were provided by the New Hampshire Fish
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and Game Department Region 3 Office. Of special note is the
increased occurrence o~ furbearer species which are at their
highest abundance in nearly two hundred years in the towns along
the corridor. Deer numbers are at record levels, and moose are
becoming more abundant as well. Bear have recently moved into the
watershed area and could be expected to forage along the river
wetlands.

MAMMAL S

Chipmunk, Eastern Beaver
Cottontail, New England Coyote
Fisher Fox, Gray
Hare, Snowshoe Mink
Moose Mouse, Deer
Muskrat Myotis, Keen's
otter, River Porcupine
Shrew, Short-tailed Skunk, striped
Squirrel, Northern Flying
Vole, Meadow
Weasel, Short-tailed (Ermine)

Bat, Biq Brown
cottontail, Eastern
Deer, White-tailed
Fox, Red
Mole, star-nosed
Mouse, White-footed
Opossum, Virqinia
Raccoon
squirrel, Gray
squirrel, Red
Weasel, Lonq-tailed
Woodchuck

BIRDS

Bittern, American Blackbird, Red-winged Bluebird, Eastern
Bobolink Cardinal, Northern catbird, Gray
Chickadee, Black-capped Coot, American
Cormorant, Double-crested Cowbird, Brown-headed
Creeper, Brown Crow, American
Dove, Mourning
Dove, Rock (Pigeon) Duck, American Black Grouse, Ruffed
Duck, Wood Finch, House Finch, Purple
Flicker, Northern Flycatcher, Great Crested
Goldfinch, American Goose, Canada
Grosbeak, Evening Grosbeak, Rose-breasted
Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed
Hawk, Sharp-shinned Jay, Blue
Hummingbird, Ruby-throated
Heron, Green-backed Killdeer
Junco, Darkeyed Kestrel, American Mallard
Kingbird, Eastern Kingfisher, Belted Osprey
Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Merganser, Common oriole, Northern
Nuthatch, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Ovenbird
OWl, Barred OWl, Great Horned Parula, Northern
Pheasant, Ring-necked Phoebe, Eastern Robin, American
Redstart, American Sandpiper, Spotted Siskin, Pine
Sparrow, American Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Fox
Sparrow, House Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Song
Starling, European Swallow, Barn Swallow, Tree
Swift, Chimney Tanager, Scarlet Thrasher, Brown
Teal, Green-winged Thrush, Wood Titmouse, Tufted

Grackle, Common
Gull, Herring
Heron, Great Blue
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Towhee, Rufous-sided

vireo, warbling
Warbler, Black' white
Warbler, Chestnut-sided
Warbler, Yellow-rumped
Woodcock, American
Wren, House

Turkey, wild Veery
Vul ture, Turkey
Warbler, Black-throated Blue
Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, Yellow
Waxwinq, Cedar Whip-poor-will
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy
Yellowthroat, Common

REPTILES

snake, Smooth Green
Snake, Northern Water

Snake, Common Garter Snake, Milk
Snake, Brown Snake, Rinqneck
Turtle, snapping Turtle, Painted
Turtle, Common Husk (stinkpot)

AMPHIBIANS

Frog, Pickerel
Peeper, Spring
Toad, American

Bullfroq
Froq, Wood
Salamander, Dusky
Salamander, Redback

Frog, Green
Newt, Eastern
salamander, Two-lined
Treefrog, Gray

(2) List any endangered of threatened animals which are supported
by the river and river corridor environment. Include loca-
tion, if known. Check whether these animals are endangered
[E] or threatened [T] species and if they are significant at
a national [N] or state [8] level.

Animal SDecies Location .I or 1. B or B.

Osprey Nest site at
Chapman's Landing
in stratham

T s

Bald Eagle Great Bay E N

Great Blue Heron!
Rookery

The Cove in Hampton
Falls' South of
Sandown Road in
Danville

T s

The osprey nest at Chapman's Landing is one of only 2 know nests in
southern New Hampshire. It is possible the fish of the Exeter
River serve in part as prey for them.

Great Bay serves as a winter habitat for a small number of eagles
and they (like the osprey) rely on river fishes and ducks for food.
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Is the river corridor important for the movement of wildlife
between large habitat areas? If yes, explain why.

The river corridor provides the connection between the larqe
forested tracts of Chester, Raymond, Fremont and Brentwood and the
Great Bay ecosystem. Resident and miqratory species includinq sonq
birds, waterfowl, and furbearers utilize the watershed for seasonal
and foraqe movements.

Veaetation/Natural Communities

List the plant species commonly found in the river and river
corridor.

Trees:
Second growth mixed hardwoods and softwoods.

Red oak
American elm
Yellow birch
Silver maple

White pine
White ash
White birch
Red maple
American beech
Ironwood

Hemlock
Poplar
Gray birch
Sugar maple
Atlantic white cedar

Herbaceous plants:

Yellow Hawkweed
Cow vetch
Milkweed
Red clover
Pipsissewa
Bluebeadlily
Bedstraw
Cardinal flower
Mayapple
Buttercup
stonecrop
Meadowrue
Sensitive fern
Cinnamon fern
Marginal fern

Bluet Ragweed
Queen Anne's Lace Common speedwell
Common cinquefoil Sheep sorrel
Poison ivy Timothy
Shepard's purse White campion
Bristly sarsaparilla spring beauty
Bunchberry pink ladyslipper
wintergreen Blueflag
Indian cucumber Partridge berry
Fringed polygala Solomons seal
False climbing buckwheat Canada mayflower
Goldenrod Celandine poppy
Starflower Nodding trillium
Common blue violet Bracken fern
Interrupted fern Royal fern
Wood fern

Aquatic vegetation:

Cattails
Arrow arum
Lilypads

Bulrushes
Pondweed

Sedges
Pickerelweed
Sweetflag
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(2) List any endangered or threatened plant species that are
supported by the river and river corridor environment.
Include location, if known. Check whether these plants are
endangered [E] or threatened [T] species and if they are
significant at a national [N] or state [5] level.
Plant soecies Loca tion .I or 7 II or §

Polyqonum robustius
(Robust Knotweed)

Scamon Brook sT

Hikania scandens
(Climbing Hampweed)

Great Brook and
Phillips Pond
in Sandown

T s

Kalaxis unifolia
(Green Adders Kouth)

Pages Corner,
South of Phillips Pond
in Hampstead

sT

Spruce Swamp
in Fremont

T sCarex seorsa
(Separated Sedge)

Rhododendron viscosum
(Swamp Azalea)

Spruce Swamp
in Fremont

T 8

Chamacyparis thyoides
(Atlantic White Ceder)

South of Phillips
Pond in Hampstead

South of Phillips
Pond in Hampstead

Kitoura hesseli
(Hessells Hairstreak)

Lysimachia thyrsiflora
(Tufted loosestrife)

South ot Phillips
Pond in Hampstead

T s

Information was provided by the B.H. Batural Heritaqe Inventory.
(3) List any veqetative communities supported by the river and the

river corridor environment which have been identified as
"exemplary natural ecoloqical communities" by the New Hamp-
shire Natural Heritage Inventory. Include location, if known.

ExemDlarv Natural Ecoloaical communit~ Location

South of Phillips
Pond in Bampstead

Atlantic White Cedar Basin Swamp

Southern New England Floodplain
Forest

East of Route 108

Kensington

South of Phillips
Pond in Hampstead

Southern New England Acidic Seepage Swamp

Information was provided by the N.H. Natural Heritage Inventory
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Fish Resources

List the fish species commonly found in the river.

Bass, Largemouth
Bullhead, Brown
Dace, Longnose
Fallfish
Pickerel, Chain
Shiner, Common
Sucker, White
Trout, Brook
Trout, Rainbow

Bass, Smallmouth
Dace, Blacknose
Eel, American (also marine)
Perch, Yellow
pumpkinseed
Shiner, Golden
Sunfish, Banded
Trout, Brown (also marine)

ANADROMOUS

Alewife (also freshwater)
Lamprey, Sea

Herring, Blueback
Shad, American

List any endangered or threatened fish species supported by
the river environment. Check whether these fish are endan-
gered [E) or threatened [T] species and if they are signifi-
cant at a national [N] or state [8] level.

Fish SRecies Location .B or 1 B or.l

None

(3) Describe the presence and location of spawning beds, feeding
areas, and other significant habitat.

The river serves as spawninq area for alewives and to a lesser
extent blueback herrinq and shad. It is also worth notinq that the
area just below the in-town dam in Exeter, where the river becomes
tidal, serves as a spawninq location tor rainbow smelt.

Indicate whether the significant fisheries found in the river
rely on natural reproduction or a stocking program.

All fisheries except the trout and shad fishery rely on natural
reproduction. The trout fishery is, in large part, dependent on
N.H. Fish and Game Department operated fish hatcheries and periodic
stocking. Shad stocking is accomplished annually by the introduc-
tion of shad from Connecticut River sources.

Is the river a viable anadromous fish resource? If yes,
identify anyon-going or planned restoration programs.

The Exeter River is one of several coastal rivers that are involved
in an anadromous fish restoration program. River Herring (both
Alewife and Blueback) and Shad are the species that utilize the
Exeter River which is equipped with a fish ladder at the head-of-
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tide dam and the next upstream dam, (i.e., Pickpocket Dam).
Therefore the reach of river behind these two dams is the area
expected to serve as spawning and nursery habitat for these
anadromous clupeid fish.

Previous attempts to restore other anadromous fish in the Exeter
includinq, Coho, Chinook and Atlantic salmon and Brown and Rainbow
trout are no lonqer viable proqrams.

(e) Water Quality

Check the state's water quality classification which applies
to this river or segment under state law.

( Class A [x] Class B ( ] Class C

According to readily available information, what is the actual
water quality of this river under the state's water quality
standards?

Class A [x] Class B
with the exception
of one area.

[ ] Class C

If the river is not currently supporting its water quality
classification, identify the existing major causes of defi-
cient water quality (e.g., industrial or sewage pollutants,
agricultural fertilizer run-off) and possible corrective
measures (e.g., regulations, enforcement, local and use
controls).

(f) ODen Sl2ace

Briefly describe the significant areas of open space and the
predominant types of land use in the river corridor (i.e., forest
management, agriculture, industrial, residential, etc.). Describe
any protected land parcels (e.g., state parks and forests, national
forest lands, and conservation easements). Include location.

The upper reaches of the Exeter River in Chester and Sandown are
characterized by broad wetland areas adjacent to the river. Much
of the river corridor in this segment is undeveloped forested
wetlands or swamp. Limited road access has also protected natural
resources even though relatively little land is protected by public
ownership or conservation easement.

In Fremont, more industrial type uses such as earth material
excavation sites are evident. The Town of Fremont landfill is in
the process of closure and is adjacent to the Exeter River.
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In Brentwood, the river changes in character from rapids in the
western portion to a broader flat water river to the east due to
the influence of Pickpocket Dam. The first significant protected
land area located within the river corridor exists in Brentwood,
first as town forest and recreation land and then includes a
conservation easement which was purchased as part of the Land
Conservation Investment Program (LCIP). The decline in dairy
farming in towns such as Brentwood and Fremont has reduced the
number of agricultural uses and land continues to return to forest.

Downstream of Pickpocket Dam, the Exeter River flows adjacent to
more residential uses, including a manufactured housing park.
Significant areas of open space in Exeter include a 69 acre
conservation easement area monitored by the Rockingham Land Trust.
Large segments of river frontage are open to the public for hiking
and fishing in Exeter due to lands and access easements adminis-
tered by the Exeter Conservation Commission. Phillips Exeter
Academy owns and manages a tree farm with several miles of river
frontage which are accessible to the public by means of a main-
tained trail system. Even though the Exeter River passes near more
densely developed residential lands, the character of the river
remains rural until it reaches the center of Exeter.

(g) Natural Flow Characteristic§.

Briefly describe the natural flow characteristics of the river,
including natural periodic variation in flow or, if applicable,
variations caused by impoundments, significant diversions, or
channel alterations. Indicate where the river is free-flowing.

The river is primarily free-flowing, however there are a number of
functioning dams on the river, as well as abandoned/non-functioning
dams. The presence of dams does modify the water flow.

2. Manaaed Resources

(a) ImDoundments

List all of the dams which are present in the river, including any
dams which are breached or in ruins. Identify their location,
ownership, and purpose (i.e., flood control, hydroelectric energy
production, or storage). Include any proposals for new or
reconstructed dams; indicate that this is a proposed dam by placing
and asterisk (*) next to the name of the dam.

Please refer to the Floodplain Soils and Dam Locations Hap.
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There are approximately 42 dams on the Exeter River. A number of
these dams are functioninq dams, while others have been abandoned
or destroyed and no lonqer serve their oriqinal function. The
majority of these dams were oriqinally constructed for storaqe and
flood control purposes.

Hazcl- Dam Hazard Kev'l'Y;Re Kev

B = Barth
Cn = Concrete
cu = culvert
st = Steel
Sn = stone
T = Timber

AA = No Hazard
A = Low Hazard Potential
B = Significant Hazard Potential
C = Hiqh Hazard potential

Hazcl is an indication ot the
potential hazard to life and/or to
the property were the structures
to fail.

Where multiple types ot
construction were employed,
the values are comma
delimited.

Location T~e/HazclName of Dam

E/B
Sn/AA
E/AA
Sn/AA
E/AA
E/AA
cn/AA
E/AA
E/AA
T/AA
E/AA
Cn/A
E,Cn/A
Cn/A
E/AA
Cn/A
E/AA
Cn/A
E,cn,st/AA
E,Sn/A
Sn/AA
E/AA
E/AA
cn/AA
E/AA
E/AA
E/AA
E/AA

~. Rockingham cnty Wastewater Dudley Brook
2. Dudley Brook Dudley Brook
3. Three Ponds Dudley Brook
4. Xce Pond Dam Dudley Brook
5. Farm Pond Dudley Brook
6. Gravel pit Dam
7. Courma Ltd.Dam Bloody Brook
8. Coastal Materials
9. Lambert Fire Pond NA
~O.Exeter River Exeter River
~~.Colcord Pond Little River
~2.Exeter River Dam X Exeter River
~3.Wason Pond Ray Brook
~4.Exeter River Exeter River
~5.Detention Pond
~6.Pickpocket Dam Exeter River
~7.Evergreen Estates Det.Pond NA
~8.Exeter River Exeter River
~9.pandolphin Dam Towle Brook
20.Towle Brook Tr Exeter River
2~.Exeter River Exeter River
22.Detention Pond
23.Tibbetts Recreation Pond Exeter River
24.Chester Town Dam Towle Brook
25.Exeter Falls Estates Pond
26.Towle Brook Towle Brook
27.stone Recreation Pond Unnamed stream
28.Little River Little River
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E/AA
E/AA
E/A
E/A
E/AA
E,cn/AA
E/AA
E,sn/AA
E/AA
E,sn/AA
E,Sn/AA
E,Sn/AA
E,Sn/AA
E/AA

29.Atkens Dam
30.Celeste Farm Pond
3~.Flynn Family Tr. Basin 12
32.Flynn Family Tr. Basin ,~
33.Blunt Pond
34.Little River
3s.carriaqe Town Pond
36.Denson Pond
37.Carpenter Dam
38.Philbrick Pond
39.Colby Pond
40.Private Pond
4~.Fire Hole Pond
42.

Natural Swale
Natural Swale
Seasonal Brook
Seasonal Brook
Brickyard Brook
Little River
NA
Exeter River

Branch of Great Brook
Unnamed stream
Branch of Exeter River
Natural Swale
Wilson Brook

Water withdrawals and Discharaes

List any siqnificant water withdrawals from the river,
includinq withdrawals for public drinkinq water, industry, and
aqriculture. Identify the purpose of the withdrawal (i.e.,
irriqation) and location. Indicate if the river has been
identified in a state, reqional, or local study as a potential
source of water supply and, if so, identify the study.

Withdrawal Pur~ose

Town of Exeter Drinking Water

Phillips Exeter Academy sports Facility Irriqation
Heatinq system

List all known surface water discharges to the river and
identify the source, type (ex., industrial wastewater), and
location of the discharge. Indicate whether the discharge has
been permitted by NHDES (yes or no).

Point Source Discharge Tvoe Location Permit?

Phillips Exeter Academy yes- for i~
rink cool-
ant water

NHDES Little Brook

3. CUltural Resources

(a) Historical and Archaeoloaical Resources

List any significant historical and archaeological resources found
in the river or river corridor. Identify whether the resource is
listed or is eligible to be listed as a National Historic Landmark
(NHL) or on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or is
a recognized Historic District(HD) or Multiple Use Area (MUA). If
known, indicate whether these resources are significant at a
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national, regional (New England), state, or local level. Below
this listing, note any local town histories, word of mouth, or
general historical knowledge about the use of the river and its
corridor.

Please refer to
inventory maps.

the archeological and historical watershed-wide

A number of the towns within the Exeter River Watershed have
historical and archeological resources. A number of the buildings
in the area were constructed in the early ~700s (or earlier) and
there are numerous Indian and Colonial archeological sites. While
all of the historic sites indicated on the attached histori-
cal/archeological inventory map are either on or eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places, the sites of particular
significance include the following:

Listingl
Eliaibility

Historicall
Archaeoloaical Resource Siqnificance

Exeter Historic
District

Local District
National Register

Mari time History
Early settle-
ment

Exeter and Kensington Colonial and
Indian Archeol-
ogical sites

Town of Fremont several houses
are locally and
nationally eligible

(b) Community Resource

Briefly describe how the river is recognized or used as a signifi-
cant community resource.

The river runs through a number of town centers, such as Fremont,
Exeter, where older housing stock and commercial businesses are
located. Additionally, older factories and other businesses may
have used the river as a power source.

4. Recreational Resources

(a) Fishery

Identify any high quality recreational fisheries which are present
in the river. Include location, if known.
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Above the dams with fish ladders one could fish for shad during the
spring run but the fishery is not yet fully developed.

Trout fishing in the upper reaches of the river near areas
traditionally stocked can be very popular. The exact location of
stocking may vary from year-to-year, but the sites are customarily
at points of easy access for the stocking truck, and where lands
are open to the public. Annually, trout (Brown, Rainbow and Brook)
are stocked into the Exeter River in the following towns: Chester,
Sandown, Raymond, Fremont, Brentwood and Exeter.

(b) Boating

Describe any significant recreational boating opportunities which
are present on the river.

Motorized boating opportunities are usually limited to deeper water
areas behind dams along the Exeter River. Much more of the river
is open to canoes and kayaks. Access points are more plentiful
along the lower portion of the river due to more road crossings and
public accessible lands. Whitewater sport opportunities are
limited to high water conditions.

(c) Other Recreational ODDortunities

List any other recreational areas, facilities, or opportunities on
the river or in the river corridor. Indicate ownership, if known.

Recreational Area OWDershiR Location

Town of Exeter ExeterGilman Park
(ballfields, playground,
boat ramp, picnic area)

Phillips Exeter Academy
(athletic fields)

Phillips Exeter
Academy

Exeter

Green Gate
(campground)

Private Exeter

Founders Park Town of Exeter Exeter

Exeter Elms
(campground)

Private Exeter

Brentwood Youth Organization
(athletic fields)

Town of Brentwood Brentwood

Raymond Rod and Gun Club Private Chester

Abandoned Boston and Maine
Railbed (multi-use)

state of N.H. Sandown
Fremont

17



Cd) Access

List any existing public access sites located along the river.
Include the type of access (ex., canoe only) and related facilities
(ex., parking). Include ownership, if known.

Public access points are
Public Access Points Hap.
the major facilities:

identified in the Protected Lands and
The public access sites listed below are

Facilit:y: Ownership; Location

Town of Exeter ExeterGilman Park
(boat ramp with
parking)

McDonnell Conservation
Area (canoe launch with
parking)

Town of Exeter Exeter

The canoe and kayak access points in the upper portion of the
Exeter River are limited to road crossings. An important objective
for river management will likely be the increase in official access
points for upper river communities.

5. other Resources

(a)- scenic Resources

Briefly describe any significant scenic focal points along the
river. Indicate the location of the significant views to and from
the river.

The upstream view of the river from Pickpocket Dam;

views of lands adjacent to Phillips Exeter Academy;

Views of rapids near center of Brentwood;

Views of Great Meadow in Kensington;

views of broad wetlands in Sandown.

(b) Land Use

Briefly describe the type and location of significant developments
within the river corridor, including roads, utility crossings,
bridges, commercial, and industrial developments, solid waste
management facilities, and residential developments. Describe the
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type and location of any proposals for major developments within
the river corridor.

Please refer to the Land Use Inventory map.

The upper portion of the river corridor is primarily in agricultur-
al and residential use with some road and bridge crossings,
predominantly for local transportation use. There are also a
number of seasonal campgrounds located along portions of the upper
river. The Town of Chester has a small number of commercial uses
located on one of the main tributaries of the Exeter River. The
Town of Fremont has a number of gravel pits wi thin portions of the
river corridor and the Fremont landfill is located next to the
Exeter River. In Brentwood there are a number of commercial and
industrial uses, including gravel pits, located within the river
corridor. In downtown Exeter there are a number of road and bridge
crossings, which are used on a more regional basis and are
primarily for transportation purposes. The center of Exeter,
contains a mixture of commercial, industrial and residential uses,
which are located directly on the Exeter and the Squamscott Rivers.

(c) Land Use Controls

Identify the municipalities with existing master plans and zoning
ordinances within the river corridor. Identify existing or
proposed land use controls which affect the river and the river
corridor (ex., zoning, easements, subdivision regulations).
Please refer to the watershed-wide zoning map.

Affect river corridorMuniciRalit:! Master Plan zoning

1985 with
update in
process

150' set-
back from
major riv-
er , 100'
setback
from minor
river.

Exeter aquifer,
shoreland,
floodplain,
wetland'-
growth management
ordinances

Brentwood 150'setback
from major
river, 100'
setback
from minor
tributary

March 1993 flood hazard,
wetlands, gravel,
aquifer, shore-
land protection
ordinances

Danville floodplain,
wetland, and
qravel
ordinances

75' setback
for septic
systems

1986
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AUgust 1985 75' setback
for build-
inqs

Kensinqton wetland conserva-
tion district, and
excavation
ordinances

150'build
inq setback

excavation, wetland,
and watershed
protection
ordinances

Fremont 1987

Aquifer conservation
district, floodplain
district and exca-
vation ordinances

Raymond 75' setback
for septic
systems and

buildinqs

1989

Sandown Excavation and
wetlands conser-
vation districts
ordinances

75' setback
for septic
system

1987

Floodplain conservation
and wetlands district,
, excavation ordinances

75' setback
for septic
system; 50'
setback for

buildings

Chester 1986

no required
se+--hac-~- tbe
p'Ann;~ M.
can reJUla te
develo(:lDent
within 100'
of wetlands
including
streams.

East Kingston 1991 Wetlands,
Controlled Growth, ,
Floodplain Development
ordinances

Kingston 100' se+~ck.
tor build-
ings and
septic
systems

1986 Wetlands,
aquifer protection,
excavation and
growth management
ordinances

In addition to each of the above noted towns adopting zoning
ordinances, site plan review regulations and subdivision regula-
tions which protect the Exeter River, a portion of the Exeter River
is protected by the Shoreland Protection Act (RSA 483-B). Under
this law, land adjacent to New Hampshire coastal shores and fourth
order and above rivers are provided protection. The New Hampshire
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Office of state Planninq (OSP) has desiqnated Exeter River, from
the juncture of Great Brook in Exeter to the tidal limit where the
Exeter River meets the squamscott River, a fourth order river. In
accordance with RSA 483-B:XVI, (c.), all land within 250 feet of
the public boundary line of public waters is protected.
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1.8, 1994

Robert Varney, Commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Dirve
Concord, NH 03301

Commissioner Varney,

Please consider this a letter of support for the efforts of the
Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter Watershed Association to include the
Exeter River within the state's River Management And Protection
Program.

We recognize that the proper management and protection of the
Exeter River will be of benefit to both the citizens of our
community and the region as a whole. We are hopeful that this
project will result in the enhancement of the river's water quality
and preservation of the river's outstanding features.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
learning the results of the nomination process

We look forward to



May 23. 1994

Robert Varney. Commissioner
Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord. NH 03301

Dear Bob.

I am writing to inform you of the strong support of the New
Hampshire Rivers Council for the nomination of the Exeter River
into the state's Rivers Management and Protection Program.

The Exeter River has been of interest to the Rivers Council for
most of our existence. Although the Exeter does not show up in
either of the categories of rivers to be included for study under
RSA 273:3 (Laws of 1988). the law specifically states (in 273:3
III) that it is not limited only to those rivers listed in that
way.

The Exeter River Watershed Association has long been active in the
Rivers Council, and always with an eye toward the eventual
designation of the Exeter. The Exeter was formally mentioned as
one of our priority rivers as of April. 1991, and I have been in
contact with the Exeter River Watershed Association and the
Rockingham Planning Commission about this nomination since that

. ,
tJ.me.

We are delighted that the means have been found to prepare and
submit the nomination to support this long standing interest.
Although my personal involvement in the nomination not been deep
enough to allow me to point out the specific resource or
geographical highlights of the river to you, I am confident that
the nomination has been well done and I can certainly vouch for
its interest to the state's rivers community.

I will look forward to watching the nomination come through the
RMAC (it's about time they met again anyway!) and will be glad to
offer any support I can to the progressing of the nomination.

Sincerely,

.2)iJi'f-~/~
Dorothy Tripp Taylor
Coordinator

54 PORrsMOr.mf SrREET. CONCORD. N.H. 03301
6O3-228-NHRC (6472) . FAX 603-228-0423



The Senate of the State of New Hampshire
State House, Concord, 03301-4951

RICHARD L. RUSSMAN, Esq.
District 19

Office 271-2111

TTYrroD
225-4033

January 4, 1994

Robert Varney, commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Commissioner Varney:

Please consider this a letter of support for the efforts of the Rockingham
Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association to include the Exeter River
within the State's River Management and Protection Program.

r recognize that the proper management and protection of the Exeter River will
be of benefit to both the citizens of my community and the region as a whole.
r am hopeful that this project will result in the enhancement of the river's
water quality and preservation of the river's outstanding features.

I look forward to learning theThank you for your attention to this matter.
results of the nomination process.

Sincerel'('j~.:_p{) \
~ .

Richard L. Russman, Esq.
Senator District 19

RLRiwry



Town of Chester
Conservation Commission

Otester, NH 03036

D-=
GI8d}' Nan

H.-.:r;
Ada. 1w.hr

Q&.~~
Brad w.- ley

~s-~
Oftl lAIwel

April 18, 1994Mr. Robert Varney, commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Dear commissioner varney:

The Chester Conservation Commission is in support for the efforts
of the Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association
to include the Exeter River within the state's River Management
Protection program.

We consider the Exeter River unique in southern New Hampshire.
The large watershed area and meandering characteristics of the
river create a wide buffer zone and aquifer recharge zone. Many
areas along the river has low accessibility to it's banks and
main water body. This low accessibility allows for a large
diversity of flora and fauna to exist relatively undisturbed by
man. Many bird and animal species require this solitude for
successful inhabitation and reproduction cycles.

The Exeter River's high organic content which has built up along
it's shores create a "natural sponge" area to soak up flood
waters in the spring and slowly release them during the dry
Summer season reducing physical and economic hardship to
communities downstream caused by uncontrolled flooding.

The Chester Conservation commission recognize that the proper
management and protection of the Exeter River will be of benefit
to both the citizens of our community and the region as a whole.
We are hopeful that this project will result in the enhancement
of the river's water quality and preservation of the river's
unique and outstanding features.

We lookThank you for your attention on this important matter.
forward to a positive nomination result.

sincerely,

FiIc:~~cOtI894

Chester Conservation commission
Chester, New Hampshire

'--~ A/', {:::2£;. ~ Brad N.Wamsley .~

Chairperson
cc; P.xdef River WaIU1bc4 Aa«iIIM.. a.r.IIa" Cauerv.aa CmMDissi<XI Mtmben



Phillips Exeter Academy

Treasurer's Office

April I, 1994

Robert Varney, Commissioner
New Hampshire De.partrnent of

Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Commissioner Varney

Phillips Exeter Academy fully supports the nomination of the Exeter River for inclusion in the
State's River Management Protection Program.

We have both institutional interests in the effective management of this important regional
resource and also the same general interests as other citizens. The Exeter River supplies our
drinking water as well as water for other purposes. It borders our campus. Loss of in-stream
flow or degradation of water quality would adversely impact our program in a variety of obvious
and subtle ways.

We are also a landowner. As a result we might be reluctant to support regulations that we
viewed as unreasonably restrictive. However, we understand that the only land use provisions
of the River Management Protection Program concern increased setbacks for uses we would not
contemplate in any event (the siting of a landfill or a hazardous waste facility, e.g.).

Therefore we strongly support the nomination and commend the efforts of the Rockingham Land
Trust and the Rockingham Planning Commission to bring this process to fruition.

Smcerely,

c.:::~~.Q,-~~.& ~ t::;;~:~~.,..-

Joseph E. Fellows
Treasurer

Exeter, New Hampshire 03833.1104 Tel (~3) 772-431 Fax (603) 778-9563



CONSE~VATION COMMISSION
Town of Fremont, New Hampshire

Arlemas P. Rk:hardson, Chair
Robert Sliner, Vice-Ghair
William Knee, Secreta-y
Robert Myelle
Pamela Saidla

30 March 994

Robert Varney, Commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
8 Hazen Drive
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Commissioner Varney:

Please consider this a letter of support for the efforts of the Rockingham land
Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association to include the Exeter River within the
State'~ River Management and Protection Program.

We recognize that the proper management and protection oif the Exeter River will
be of benefit to both the citizens of our community and the region as a whole. We
are hopeful that this project will result in the enhancement of the river's water
quality and preservation of the river's outstanding features.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to learning the results
of the nomination process.

.../
Sincerely,

,-,/~.u~ /i?, -,.
Artemas P. Richardson, Chair
Conservation Commission, Town of Fremont, NH

cc: Fremont Board of Selectmen
Fremont Planning Board
Exeter River Watershed Association, Inc,



Town of Exeter Conservation Commission

January 24, 1994

Robert Varney, Commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Commissioner Varney:

The efforts of the Rockingham Land Trust and the Exeter River
Watershed Association to nominate the Exeter River for inclusion
in the state's River Management Protection Program are commended
and fully supported by the Exeter Conservation Commission.

The Exeter River is the prime source of Exeter's drinking water
and for that reason alone is worth all steps to protect the
quantity and quality of its waters. However, we also believe
that each town in the region which the river traverses benefits
from this resource and will only enjoy increased benefits from
it wit.h its inclusion in the ~tate program. Proper management
and protection of the Exeter River will, we hope, preserve the
river's outstanding features for future generations, improve
the river's water quality and ensure a safe supply of drinking
water for all those who rely upon it.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look. forward
with optimism to the conclusion of the nomination process.

Sincerely,
11_- - .-'"~~'l: ';.' ~ )

cc: Peter Contrastano, President, Rockingham Land Trust
steven Wallace, Sr. Planner, Rockingham Planning Commission
Camilla Lockwood, Exeter River Watershed Association

9'



TOWN OF RAYMOND

Robert Varney, Commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH 03301

Dear Commissioner Varney,

Please consider this a letter of support for the efforts of
the Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association to
include the Exeter River within the State's River Management and
Protection Program.

We recognize that the proper Management and Protection of
the Exeter River is of benefit to both the citizens of our
community of Raymond and the region as a whole, both now and in
the future.

We are hopeful that this project will result in the
enhancement and preservation of the river's outstanding features
while preserving whenever possible the otherwise unavailable
resource this body of water provides in the form of design
freedom as a potential future effluent receptor for the Town of
Raymond.

We wish to thank you for your attention to this matter and
look forward to learning the results of the nomination process.

Roberta Johnson

Ml.chael E. Quin~

ECV/NFW/RJ/MEQ/JMH/djs

Office of Selectmen
TOWN OffiCES

4 EPPING STREET

RAYMOND. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03077
603 I 895-4735

February 15, 1994



ROCKINGHAM COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Post Office Building - 32 Front Street

Exeter, NH 03833-2705
Telephone (603) 7724385

February 8, 1994

Robert Varney, Commissioner
NH Department of Environmental Services
6 Hazen Drive
Post Office Box 95
Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095

Dear Commissioner Varney,

Please consider this a letter of support for the efforts of the Rockingham Land
Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association to include the Exeter River within the State's River
Management and Protection Program. The Rockingham County Conservation District Board of
Supervisors voted at the December 20, 1993 meeting to approve of this nomination.

We recognize that the proper management and protection of the Exeter River will be of
benefit to both the citizens of our community and the region as a whole. We are hopeful that
this project will result in the enhancement of the river's water quality and preservation of the
river's outstanding features.

"
We look forward to learning the r.esults ofThank you for your attention to this matter.

the nomination process.

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT



AGENDA

EXETER RIVER NOMINATION
N.H. RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

SANDBORN REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
KINGSTON, N.H.

7:00p.m. Introductions

Stephen Wallace; Rockingham Planning Commission

Joanna Pellerin; Rockingham land Trust

Camilla Lockwood; Exeter River Watershed Association

7:30p.m. Synopsis of Rivers Program

7:45p.m. Exeter River Video

8:00p.m. Question & Answer Period

8:30p.m. Review of Maps
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WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

APRIL 25, 1994
4:00 PM

ROCKINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION
1 21 WATER STREET

DOWNTOWN EXETER
RPC CONFERENCE ROOM (downstairs)

As you know, the Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association are planning
to nominate the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH Rivers Management and Protection
Program.

In order to nominate the river, a comprehensive inventory of natural and man-made features
must be submitted along with the nomination application. The Rockingham Planning
Commission has been hired to prepare the inventory for the river, and this work is
scheduled to be completed early this spring.

This notice is to inform you that the fifth inventory review workshop is scheduled for April
25, 1994, 4:00 PM at the Exeter office of the Rockingham Planning Commission. Your
attendance and input would be both appreciated and welcomed. At this meeting, the
following topics and inventory items will be reviewed:

Review of revised watershed-wide potential pollution sources map

II. Review of revised watershed-wide floodplain soils and dam location map

Review of a watershed-wide historic/archeological site map

Review of watershed-wide protected lands/riverfront access map

v. Review letters of support from local land use boards and interested citizens

VI Opportunities for project publicity/education

If you have any questions on this matter, or would like to comment but cannot make the
meeting, please call Stephen Wallace at the Rockingham Planning Commission.



WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

MARCH 28, 1994
4:00 PM

ROCKING HAM PLANNING COMMISSION
1 21 WATER STREET

DOWNTOWN EXETER
RPC CONFERENCE ROOM (downstairs)

As you know, the Rockingham land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association are planning
to nominate the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH Rivers Management and Protection
Program.

In order to nominate the river, a comprehensive inventory of natural and man-made features
must be submitted along with the nomination application. The Rockingham Planning
Commission has been hired to prepare the inventory for the river, and this work is
scheduled to be completed early this spring.

This notice is to inform you that the fourth inventory review workshop is scheduled for
March 28, 1994, 4:00 PM at the Exeter office of the Rockingham Planning Commission.
Your attendance and input would be both appreciated and welcomed. At this meeting, the
following topics and inventory items will be reviewed:

Review of revised watershed-wide land use map

If Review of revised watershed-wide floodplain soils and dam location map

'" Review of watershed-wide potential pollution source map

IV Review of watershed-wide protected lands/riverfront access map

v. Review letters of support from local land use boards and interested citizens

VI Opportunities for project publicity/education

If you have any questions on this matter, or would like to comment but cannot make the

meeting, please call Stephen Wallace at the Rockingham Planning Commission.



WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

FEBRUARY 28. 1994
4:00 PM

ROCKING HAM PLANNING COMMISSION
121 WATER STREET

DOWNTOWN EXETER
RPC CONFERENCE ROOM (downstairs)

As you know, the Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter River Watershed Association are planning
to nominate the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH Rivers Management and Protection
Program.

In order to nominate the river, a comprehensive inventory of natural and man-made features
must be submitted along with the nomination application. The Rockingham Planning
Commission has been hired to prepare the inventory for the river, and this work is
scheduled to be completed early this spring.

This notice is to inform you that the third inventory review workshop is scheduled for
February 28, 1994, 4:00 PM at the Exeter office of the Rockingham Planning Commission.
Your attendance and input would be both appreciated and welcomed. At this meeting, the
following topics and inventory items will be reviewed:

Review of watershed-wide land use map

II. Review of watershed-wide zoning map

III. Review of watershed-wide floodplain soils and dam location map

IV. Review letters of support from local land use boards and interested citizens

v. Opportunities for project publicity/education

If you have any questions on this matter, or would like to comment but cannot make the
meeting, please call Stephen Wallace at the Rockingham Planning Commission.



MEETING NOTICE CORRECTION

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

JANUARY 24. 1994
4:00 PM

ROCKING HAM PLANNING COMMISSION
121 WATER STREET

DOWNTOWN EXETER
RPC CONFERENCE ROOM (downstairs)

This corrected notice is to inform you that the second inventory review workshop is
scheduled for January 24, 1994, 4:00 PM at the Exeter office of the Rockingham Planning
Commission. Your attendance and input would be both appreciated and welcomed. At this
meeting, the following topics and inventory items will be reviewed:

Review the revised watershed-wide surface water drainage map

II. Review of watershed-wide wetlands map

III Review of watershed-wide aquifer map

IV Review of watershed-wide bedrock geology map

v. Review letters of support from local land use boards and interested citizens

VI. Opportunities for project publicity/education

If you have any questions on this matter, or would like to comment but cannot make the
meeting, please call Stephen Wallace at the Rockingham Planning Commission (778-0885).



WORKSHOP ANNOUNCEMENT

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

NOVEMBER 29, 1993
4:00 PM

ROCKING HAM PLANNING COMMISSION
121 WATER STREET

DOWNTOWN EXETER
RPC CONFERENCE ROOM (downstairs)

~
~As you know, the Rockingham Land Trust/Exeter Watershed Association are planning to

nominate the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH Rivers Management and Protection
Program.

~~.
~

In order to nominate the river, a comprehensive inventory of natural and man-made features
must be submitted along with the nomination application. The Rockingham Planning
Commission has been hired to prepare the inventory for the river, and this work will be
completed during the winter and early spring months. Workshops to review the progress
of the inventory work will be held on a monthly basis. "-

~-
~

~
<A
~

This notice is to inform you that the first inventory review workshop is scheduled for
November 29, 4:00 PM at the Exeter office of the Rockingham Planning Commission. Your
attendance and input would be both appreciated and welcomed. At this meeting, the
following topics and inventory items will be reviewed:

Review of watershed-wide surface water drainage map

II. Review of watershed-wide wetlands map

III Review draft letter of support for local land use boards

IV Opportunities for project publicity/education

If you have any questions on this matter, or would like to comment but cannot make the
meeting, please call Stephen Wallace at the Rockingham Planning Commission: 778-0885.



PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING

NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

SEPTEMBER 9, 1993
7:00 PM

SANBORN REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL - KINGSTON, NH

(see directions on the back)

The Rockingham Land Trust and the Exeter River Watershed Association are planning
to nominate the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH Rivers Management and
Protection Program. The purpose of this public informational meeting will be to
explain to the public why the river should be nominated, how the NH Rivers program
works, what a successful nomination will mean for the river, the steps involved in
nominating the river for inclusion, as well as to take comments from the public and
answer any questions they may have.

AGENDA

Nomination of the Exeter River - Purpose

II. NH Rivers Program - What is it?

III. NH Rivers Program - How Does it Work?

IV. What Will a Successful Nomination Mean for the Exeter River?

v. How Will the Exeter River Nomination Project Proceed?

VI. Project Schedule

VII. Public Comments, Questions & Answers





v.
WATERSHED

Watercourse Length Beginning End

2.0 miles
1.2 miles
3.8 miles

31.0 miles
4.8 miles
1 .5 miles
6.2 miles
1.8 miles
1 .5 miles
1.0 miles
1.0 miles

Little River
Great Brook
Bloody Brook
Squamscott River
Exeter River
Great Brook
Exeter River
Exeter River
Great Brook
Little River
Great Brook

Bloody Brook
Brickyard Brook
Dudley Brook
Exeter River
Great Brook
Hobbs Brook
little River
little River(2)
Mill Brook
Scamen Brook
Spring Brook

Exeter
Kingston
Brentwood
Chester
Kingston
Kensington
Kingston
Exeter
Kensington
Exeter
Kensington



NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
FOR INCLUSION IN THE

NH RIVERS MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

September 9, 1993

5it _t:

NAME - ADDRESS AFFiliATION PHONE #

L <;:d t1~g'6 L

2.5"k~~""': ~~h~ LJY <r;'15-Y.f?/
"v ) ~ J v. - ",j j f) / "":J J'.I J 1/ -- -- ~~,.- - ~ ".

r;::-J ~d~!./V. Ft . /"\ " u hn,,- e<1l.J-i1tJQ

f/~6 It ~9J7

..u.J

-1 tV/;

~ T.;~ Nil
i fist #11)1 'if Or ~

/'Yll)\/ ;/e '.-

c/) /..(,.or

""

.7~7
/0 f)"&'..0)\ A ~

1Lb-
Q~r/

-.-
/,/

,../~
c:::2..

~~~~~ ;6."., ~ 1 @ (/ ..7 t/Z Hi
~ :::B4'4t f- ~71~ J ~ ~

~:R't.tca..fP ~,Zi) 1~~~.;1 G.4-1 P-337

KeNi 7d'- l/J r lJl. j?/~~./3 8" 7~-f
{,ld(~~J-!{ 6/}~ /~-~ /~ ~,u. ~- Ill.
~-"'" .

U ~ f7- )L 7Z-

, £Y m- llJ-If-c'~2 ~ -3~ ~. -



NOMINATION OF THE EXETER RIVER
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121 Water Street, Exeter, N.H. 03833-2487
603-778-0885

.

August 26, 1993

Attention Local News Department Contact Person: Steve Wallace

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 778-0885

~

On the evening of Thursday, September 9 at 7:00 PM at the Sanborn Regional High School, the
c
;

.. ,.
Rockingham Land Tru.st and the Exeter River Watershed Association will jointly host a public f' ,f'

informational meeting to outline their plans for nominating the Exeter River for inclusion in the NH

Rivers Management and Protection Program under RSA 483 The purpose of the NH Rivers

Program is to protect the State's significant rivers through the joint efforts of the State and local

governments, as well as interested citizens and associations The purpose of this meeting will be

to explain to the public why the river should be nominated, how the NH Rivers Program works,

what a successful nomination will mean for the river, the steps involved in nominating the river for

inclusion, as well as to take comments from the public and answer any questions they may have,

~.)(~ ~ '.

--,~- U 1N:\f5\'\:X~'A~- I'") - r-::, '- ~~)A,~'(\I'-.R:x ~ \ ~ ~ ~ ~. .. l~:\) ~ \e.-
\ \. \'\'\~.N'\ ~ U v-\ \ Ot"\ ~ ~ ~ '-e.-
\ \. V\X ~ \\~_A-- ~\ '- ~)l..e~~~A ~~.c ~ \ , \-Il -

Atkinson. ,~~ :...= ~ ~~.:. . Ham~l ~on. ~~s. Kensington. Kingston. New Castle
Newfields. Newington. Newton. North Hampton. Plaistow. Portsmouth. Rye. Salem. Sandown. Seabrook. South Hampton. Stratham. Windham
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121 Watef: Street, Exeter, N.H. 03833-2487
003- 77s..088S

July 1.2, 1.994
By Fax: 603-271-3867

1Ir. James II. KacCartney
Department of Enviro~ntal Sarvioe$
6 Hazen Dr! ve
P.O. Box 95
Concord, Hew Hampshire 03302-0095

0: Exeter River Ho.ination to the New Hampshire Rivers xanaqement
and Protection Program

Dear Mr. Maccartney:

I aa in reciept of your letter, dated July 6, 1994, relati va
to the above noted river naaination. I appreciate your immediate
review of the documents subaitted by this office on behalf of the
no.ination sponsors, the Rockingbam Land Trust and the Exeter River
Watershed Association. In response to your letter, I have included
as .ucb information as availab1e to ae to respond to the
outst;andinq items. Additionally, I will continue to work to
provide you with any additional outstanding infor.ation you ~y
need by the July 15, 1994 deadline.

In response to your July 6, 1994 letter to me I offer the
fo11owing additional infor8a~ion, in accordance with the ~ecklist
for Review of liver Nomination COJD.t)leteness Under Env-C 700 and RSA
4.83:6:

d. In accordance with RSA 483:4:XVIII, ~e buffer width o~ the
river corridor is p~oposed to be the land area located within
a distance of 1,320 feet of the normal high wa~er mark or to
the landward extent of the 100 year floodplain as dasignated
by "the Federal berqenoy Manaq~ Aqency, whichever dis-cance
ia 1arqer. The buffer shown on the maps submitted to your
o~fice indicate ~,320 feet on either side of the river.

The river desiqnation vill b8<Jin a't: a culvert 't:wo tenths of a
mile west of the 1n~ersection or Routes 102 and ~2~ in Chester
center. The cu1vert flows Under ROute 102. "lb.e end point

for ~e river no.ination is proposed to be at the Great
Dam (Exeter River Da8 :1) in Exete~. At this poin't: ~e
Exeter River meets the tidal. Squa..scott River.

f.

1\ tkimon. arM -- . na-il~ . tt.. 1:i,.cOtI. EppiJI8. ~. PJamoat . Gr=IdB8II- HampW:ad - H8Dptoa. HDIptat1 F 8Ik . K.enainc.toa. ~. New c--.
N~ . N~OI1 . ~~ . NOI1h a ~. ~ . J.)oe. Salem. SaI.toWIt . ~ . So8 ~. Sttat.U1W. w~
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J . Maccartney
Exeter River Nomnation
July 1.2, 1.994
paqe 2.

A locus map is attached.9.

h. is#1. A key tor the bedrock qeo1oqy sYDbols on the Jlap
attached and entitled Bedq.txt.

b. '5. In accordance with tbe December 1992 report entit~ed ~
Hall~shire Water OUali'tv RaDOn to Congx:ess 305 (6). which was
prepared by the State of Hew Hampshire Depart8ent of
Environmental Services, there is one section of the Exeter
River that, in 1992, was identified as containing an unknown
pollutant that caused ~l.h k11~ (catfish). The report does
not specify the pollutant (other than bacteria), 'the source of
pollutant, the number of .ilea affected or any other pertinent
inf0r8ation re1ative to riv.r qua1ity.

h.#6. AttachQd is a key or the available inforaation relative to
the wells shown on the Aquifers and Wells Kap.

h.#10. The RPC is in the process or revising the Dam Location Map
to inc1.Ude breached dams. To the knowledge of the RPC and the
sponsors of the river nomination there are no known proposals
tor any new dams or t:or any reconstruction of existinq dams
along 'the river.

h. #11. The receiving vater for the Town of Exeter's wastewater
disCharge is ~b. ~amsoott River. Other than that
information provided on the nomination form, there are no
other known vithdrawls or discharqes on the river.

h. #1.2 There is one small hydroelectric dam at the
Premont/Brentwood town lines. This daa provides electricity
to approxi.ately 24 home. and, to date, there are no expansion
plans. wi'tb the river beinq relatively slov-aovinq, there is
lit.tle opportunity for econ~cal re't.urn on hydrOQlea't.rical
dams on the Exeter River. While the RPC and the sponsors o~
the river ~inat.ion will continue too research this issue,
that this time there are no known plans for turther
hydroelectric resources planned ror the Exeter River.

Addi tional. Information:

(8) Water Quantity. "l1le RPC is in the process of researching the
quantities of water flowing within the :Exeter River. To date
we have contacted various state offices including, but not
li.itoed to, the united states Geoloqic Service, the Water
Resource Division of the Department of Bnvironaental Services,
the New Hampshire COastal proqram and the university ot: New



10B7-12-1~ 04:~ FROM Rockingham Planning Comm

.T. MacCartney
~eter River Nomination
Ju1y 12,1994
paqe 3.

Hampshire Earth Science Depart88nt, regarding seasonal flaw
rates and other info~tion relative to water quantity.
Information is limited and will be forwarded as soon as
available.
Apparently the only USGS qauqe on the river i. located on
Dudley Brook and bas not been actively used since December
1986. Since the watershed for the Dudley River is so small,
it is expected that this qauqe is rarely used due to 'the
liaited information it can provide.

Riparian/Flowaqe Riqht8. 'rhere are a number of property
owners abutting the Exeter River. In a11 likelihood there are
a number of properties that have deeded riparian rights and/or
flowaqe rights. To date, the only flowaqe right known is one
that the Town of Exeter has above the Exeter Daa. peter now,
the president of the Rockingh~ Land Trust and. an nployee of
the Town of Exeter, has indicated that he has seen flowag-e
right restrictions on deeds that have traced back to the early
18008. Regre~tably, the elevations or quantities o~ water
allowed to be held, are not specified.
To proviQe ~is information on every property would take an
extensive amount of time coapletinq deed research on
individual properties. As needed, this information could be
researched by the Local Poi ver Kanaqement Advisory Committee or
the river nomination sponsors.

Po'tential Pollution Sources Map. There is a nWlbered list
vbiCh corresponds with the sites identified on the Map. This
information, in GIS format, will be provided by Auqust 1~
1994.

I hope tha~ the above information and attachments are
responsive to the questions you had in your July 6, 1.994 letter to
me. I will continue to ~esearch outstandinq issues to provide a
more completed application however, as indicated above, so.e
information is limi~ed.

"I thank you for your time and i8mediate at.t.ention in reviewing
this information and if you have any questions or comments please
contact me at your earliest convQnience.

Sincerely..

~~~~r:;~~~~~~~~:l.~ Senior Planner

attachments
cc : P. Dow I C. Lockwood
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Locus for the Exeter River Nomination
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BEDG. TXT

ORDOVICIAN PlUTONS

0e9 = Exeter pluton - proxene and pyroxene-homblende
dk>rite and gabtx-o, with mi'tOr granodOite and granite.

ORDOVICIAN TO PRECAMBRIAN ROCKS

Om = 8erwO F ormatb1 - Purplish bidite-quartz -feldspar
silicate gr8nofe1S; some metapelites.

o~ ~ Berwldt Foonation - Upper member, containing nI:)re
calc-sirlcate than the remainder of the formation.

0 Zbg = Betwick F ocmation - Gave or Gmt c ~ber. Silvery
rNJScovite sd1ist.

oZe = Enjot Formation - Gray to geen phyllite, qual'tzite
and quartz ma smst and wel~ calc silicate.

OZk = Kdtery Formation - Well bedded a1d graded-bedded
purple and green phyIl ite a'1d tan caJareous Ii Itstone,
grading upward into the Elliot Fonnation.

oZmz = Massabesic Gneiss - Quartzo-feispathic and peliteE
sd1ists, gneisses, or granofels locally rusty, calc-siJicate
beds or boudins. a'td qJartzites n a migmaiized pi'" granite
axnplex.

CRETACEOUS ROCKS

Kc1 b = Pink mesoperthitic biotite ~ - fAr -ii:, "Conway Type",

K9B = Fi~oarse-grained augjte-homblende-bidite gabbro.

EARlY TO LATE DEVONIAN ROCKS

01 b = Pink ~ranular bdite granite.

D1m = Two..mk:a g-anite.

Page 1
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