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Introduction:
Pursuant to RSA 485:61 and Env-Wq 2101, Water Conservation rules, community water systems seeking approval for new sources are required to implement water conservation plans. Pursuant to RSA 485-C:21-a, NHDES may grant a renewable exemption from Env-Wq 2101 to any municipality with a water balance of less than 15 percent. A water balance is the difference between the water distributed into the water system and authorized consumption that is metered. This form is to be used by municipal water systems with approved water conservation plans to request a renewable exemption from water conservation regulations.

Instructions and Approval:  
1. Submit the completed form and required attachments to:
Kelsey Vaughn
NHDES Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau
Water Conservation Program
PO Box 95
Concord, NH 03302-0095
kelsey.vaughn@des.nh.gov 
Phone: (603) 271-0659

2. NHDES will review the completed form and attachments and either follow up with questions or issue an approval letter for the exemption request.

Section 1. Water System and Contact Information:
	Water System Name: 

	PWSID: 

	Name of Individual Completing Form: 

	Title/Relationship to Water System: 

	Phone Number: 

	Email: 



Section 2. Required Attachments:  
The following documents shall be submitted to NHDES, along with this signed form:

1. A list of the meters that were used to calculate the system input volume in the reported water balance, including the meter size, make, model, date of installation, and date of last testing.

2. The testing and calibration certificates showing the date the meters were last tested and calibrated in accordance with the “Manual of Water Supply Practices M6, Water Meters-Selection, Installation, Testing, and Maintenance” (American Water Works Association, 2012).

3. The maintenance/testing schedule for the meters used to calculate the system input volume. NHDES recommends consulting the system’s Water Conservation Plan, meter manufacturer’s accuracy warranty, and/or the following minimum rate of testing:
	Meter Size (inches)
	Testing Rate (years)

	Less than 1
	10

	1 to 2
	4

	3
	2

	Greater than 3
	1



Section 3. Ongoing Reporting Requirements and Certification:  
In order for a municipal water system to qualify for a renewable exemption, the following conditions shall be met:

1. The water system shall continue to implement its Water Conservation Plan until NHDES issues approval for the exemption request.

2. Annually, by March 1, the water system shall report a water balance to NHDES for the previous year using the NHDES online water balance reporting tool. The water balance shall be calculated in accordance with Env-Wq 2101.

3. Annually or as requested, the water system shall provide documentation to NHDES indicating that the meters used to calculate the system input volume have been tested and calibrated.

4. Quarterly, the water system shall continue to report water use data to the NHDES Water Use Registration and Reporting Program.

5. If the water system’s yearly water balance exceeds 15 percent of the system input volume, the system shall implement its Water Conservation Plan and comply with Env-Wq 2101.

6. If the water balance is submitted after March 1 of the reporting year, the system shall no longer be eligible for an exemption from Env-Wq 2101 and will be required to implement its Water Conservation Plan and comply with Env-Wq 2101.

7. If the water system does not comply with the above conditions, the system shall implement its Water Conservation Plan and comply with Env-Wq 2101.

I hereby certify that the information provided in this form is accurate, not misleading, and true to the best of my knowledge. If granted a renewable exemption, I understand the reporting requirements and conditions as listed in Section 3 of this form.
	Date: 

	System Owner Name:

	System Owner Signature:
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