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March 26, 2008 
 
Dana Arey 
Pathways Consulting, LLC 
P.O. Box 600 
Etna, New Hampshire 03750 
 
 
Subject:  Plainfield: Meriden Village Water District, EPA ID: 1921020 

January 21, 2008 Water Conservation Plan 
 
 
Dear Mr. Arey: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to conditionally approve your January 21, 2008 Water 
Conservation Plan (plan) for Meriden Village Water District (MVWD) in Plainfield, NH. 
The plan was submitted on behalf of MVWD to meet the requirements of New 
Hampshire Administrative Rule Env-Ws 390, Water Conservation. The 21-day period for 
public comment expired on March 19th, 2008. The New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services (Department) did not receive any comments on the plan. 
 
MVWD currently meets the definition of a small community water system as defined by 
Env-Ws 390.03 (m), namely, a public water system serving less than 1000 persons at 
least 8 months in a calendar year. As a small community water system, MVWD is 
choosing to conduct a comprehensive leak detection survey of the distribution system 
every two years in lieu of complying with the metering and water accounting 
requirements for large community water systems. 
 
The January 21, 2008 water conservation plan is approved with the following condition: 
 

• Every three years from the date of this letter MVWD shall supply the Department 
with documentation of compliance with the approved plan (Env-Ws 390.13). The 
compliance report shall include an update on the status of instituting a service 
connection metering program along with a current estimate of the number of 
persons served by the water system. Should MVWD meet the definition of a 
large community water system as defined by Env-Ws 390.03 (i), MVWD shall 
revise its existing water conservation plan to comply with Env-Ws 390.05 
Requirements for Existing Large Community Water Systems. 

 
The Department strongly encourages MVWD to begin instituting a service meter 
installation program as soon as possible. In addition to assisting with water audits and 
leak detection, service meters allow for a more equitable water rate that charges 
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customers based on a volume of use as opposed to a flat rate for the service. Besides 
being more equitable, the water rate may be designed to encourage efficient use of the 
resource helping reduce demand on the water system. 
 
If you have any questions about this letter or any other water conservation issues 
please feel free to call me at 271-6685 or email me at derek.bennett@des.nh.gov 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Derek S. Bennett 
Water Conservation 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau 
 
Ec:   Christine Bowman, Stephen Roy – Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau 
  William Taylor – Meriden Village Water District 
 
Cc:  Planning Board, Board of Selectmen – Town of Plainfield 
 Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission 


























