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Water Supply Land Grant Program

Stewardship Plan Form
A Stewardship Plan must be prepared for all properties obtained with a water supply land grant including any properties used to fulfill match requirements.  The purpose of the Stewardship Plan is to describe how the properties will be monitored to ensure that the restrictions, contained in the deeds or easements to protect these lands, are being adhered to.  This form, once completed by the grant applicant, fulfills the requirement for a Stewardship Plan. 

1.  Name of the grant project: __________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Describe how the land is to be managed (attach deed or easement language which specifies restrictions on the property):  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 (Example: The land is wooded.  Any forestry conducted will be performed in accordance with a forest management plan prepared by a professional forester and reviewed by DES.  The deed allows for well development at some point in the future. Passive/non-motorized recreation is also allowed at the site)

3.  Describe who will be responsible for monitoring the site and reporting to DES:

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________________

4.  Describe how monitoring will be done including how frequently, what methods will be used, and what exactly will take place. Photo documentation can be helpful. (Note: Monitoring must be done at least annually.  For easements, meeting with property owners to review the easement language also must be done annually): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Example:  Prior to conducting monitoring, the deed restrictions will be reviewed.  The property’s

boundaries will be walked annually as will all interior roads and pathways.  We will be looking for 

any signs of construction, dumping, or motorized vehicle activity.  The property walk will occur when 

there is no snow on the ground.  Because this property is protected by an easement, we will also meet 

with the property owner during the late summer or early fall of each year to review the terms of the easement.  We will also look at any areas logged to make sure the forestry plan was followed.  If a well is developed we will also coordinate with the water department to minimize any alteration and will check during our property walks to be sure no chemicals are being stored at the well site.  Photographs will be labeled and location keyed to a plan of the property. We anticipate that this stewardship monitoring will be done in conjunction with monitoring other town-owned land)  
5.  Describe how violations will be addressed:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Example:  We will correct minor violations such as trash or new off road vehicle trails immediately 

with common sense measures like signage, trash barrels at the entrance and blocking trailheads.  

This type of response will be described in the annual report to DES.  We will contact DES immediately

 if we find any major violations such as building or landscape alteration.)  

Questions? Contact Holly Green at 603-271-3114 or via e-mail at holly.green@des.nh.gov.
Note: The Law requires the applicant to provide DES with a stewardship report prior to 1/31 of each year.  Information in the report shall include a description of the site inspection conducted, any physical changes to the property, any landowner contact (in the case of easements), any violations of the deed or easement restrictions and remedial steps taken.  DES can provide you with a form to complete to fulfill this requirement.
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