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DCFC Deployment – Capital Costs 
+ Potential EV charging site hosts face a wide range of capital costs, which can vary wildly 

based on site-specific issues and the charging station’s power (kW)



© 2019 ChargePoint, Inc.

Understanding Demand: kWh vs kW 
Energy 101
+ What is a kWh?

• Unit of electrical energy (e.g. the 
amount of energy a battery can store).

+ What is a kW?
• Unit of electrical power flowing at one 

moment in time. 

+ What is a demand charge?
• The highest rate of electrical flow 

during a demand period, typically 
measured in kW.

Demand Charges
+ Traditional mechanism to recover 

fixed grid costs in providing power
+ Typical in commercial rates across 

the country
+ Can present a challenge for site 

hosts offering DCFC in early EV 
adoption markets
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Nature of Energy vs Demand Charges 
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