When Adopting a Refined Potable Water Definition -- Remember to:


Update any local guide(s) to municipal approval processes, as well as forms
(permits, checklists) to reflect newly adopted testing and treatment requirements.



Identify the local official responsible for reviewing water test results and water
treatment systems.



Make available at municipal offices information such as NHDES’ list of accredited
laboratories and NHDES’ flier listing recommended tests.



NHDES publishes a number of fact sheets regarding the contaminants listed in
Table 1 as well as other contaminants that public water systems must test for.
Current versions of these fact sheets or a list with “how to obtain” information
should be made available in municipal offices.



Ensure test results submitted for local permit approvals are kept on file and made
available upon request.



Refer applicants to NELAP accredited labs for testing and to NHDES for questions
regarding water treatment.

For more information about adopting a clear potable water standard into local building
regulations, contact NHDES at (603) 271-0688.
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Attachment 1
Online Resources Related To Private Wells, Public Health,
Water Quality Testing and Treatment
HEALTH INFORMATION
Drinking Water From Private Wells and Risks
to Children (American Academy of Pediatrics)

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/123/6/e1123.f
ull.pdf+html

Dartmouth College - Toxic Metals Superfund
Research Program (arsenic page)

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~toxmetal/arsenic/index.html

WATER QUALITY TESTING AND TREATMENT

WD-DWGB-2-1 Suggested Water Quality
Testing for Private Wells (NHDES)

http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets
/dwgb/documents/dwgb-2-1.pdf

WD-DWGB 3-2 Arsenic in New Hampshire
Well Water (NHDES)

http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets
/dwgb/documents/dwgb-3-2.pdf

Water Quality Testing for Private Wells
in New Hampshire (NHDES)

http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dwgb/well_t
esting/documents/well_testing.pdf

NH DHHS Public Health Laboratories
Analysis Guide for Homeowners (DHHS)

http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/lsu/document
s/water_testing.pdf

DHHS Public Laboratories Online Order
Form for Test Containers for Homeowners
(DHHS)

http://www2.des.state.nh.us/DESOnestop/HOBottles.aspx

WD-DGWB-2-5 Considerations When
Purchasing Water Treatment Equipment
(NHDES)

http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/factsheets
/dwgb/documents/dwgb-2-5.pdf
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Attachment 2
NHDES Private Well Testing Flier

What will testing tell me?
The laboratory report you receive will show the level at which any of the tested substances were found in your water sample. The mere
presence of a contaminant in your well water does not necessarily mean that there is a problem. However, when levels exceed state or
federal health standards or recommended action levels, there may be a problem and you should take steps to fix it. There are a number
of appropriate treatment methods that can remove contaminants from water. NHDES’ Be Well Informed web tool (see
http://xml2.des.state.nh.us/DWITool/) allows a user to enter water quality results from a lab report into the application, evaluates the
contaminants and recommends appropriate treatment options when necessary. You can print a report from Be Well Informed that
summarizes recommended treatment options along with potential impacts to your health and/or home. NHDES also has fact sheets on
its website covering all common water quality problems and their solutions. Before making any final treatment decisions, be sure to
consult with a qualified treatment professional.

When should I test my well water?
NHDES recommends that prospective homebuyers test the water in a
home with a private well before purchase.
Water quality in wells is generally stable, and if a change is going to occur,
it occurs slowly. Thus the time between water quality tests, once you’ve
purchased the home, can generally be several years if a well is properly
constructed and located in a safe area. Bacteria and nitrate are exceptions;
you should test for them every year.
The following conditions would call for more frequent testing:
{

Heavily developed areas with land uses that handle hazardous
chemicals.

{

Recent well construction activities or repairs. NHDES recommends
testing for bacteria after any well repair or pump or plumbing
modification, but only after substantial flushing of the pipes.

{

Elevated contaminant concentrations found in earlier testing.

{

Noticeable variations in quality such as a change in taste, smell, or
appearance after a heavy rain or an unexplained change in a
previously trouble-free well, such as a strange taste or cloudy
appearance.

When taking any sample, NHDES recommends that it be taken after a
heavy rainstorm. These events tend to highlight conditions of improper
well construction or poor soil filtration.

Learn More

NHDES recommends having the following tests
done every 3 to 5 years, except for bacteria and
nitrate, which are recommended annually.

Standard Analysis
Arsenic
Bacteria
Chloride
Copper
Fluoride
Hardness
Iron

Lead
Manganese
Nitrate/Nitrite
pH
Sodium
Uranium*

Radiological Analysis
Analytical Gross Alpha
Radon
Uranium*
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)
*Please note: Uranium is part of both the standard
and radiological analysis for the State of NH Lab.

For information about private well testing, treatment or accredited
laboratories in New Hampshire, visit the NHDES website: www.des.nh.gov
Go to the A to Z List and select “Private Well Testing”
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Attachment 3
List of Accredited Laboratories That Perform NHDES-Recommended Water Quality
Tests Referred to as the “Standard Analysis”

