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November 20, 2013 

  
The Sampler is a monthly e-

newsletter produced by the 
Volunteer Lake Assessment 

Program. 
  

Subscribe to The Sampler 
  

  

Web Highlights 
    
This month's featured lake 

website is Spofford Lake in 
Chesterfield, NH 

  
Intensity of Lake Erie Toxic 

Algae Outbreak 
Fooled Experts 

  
Satellite Images of Lake Erie 

Algae Blooms 1994-2013 
  

Return of the Ghost Fish 
  

  

Upcoming Events 
  

Family Volunteer Day 
Saturday, November 23, 2013 

Find a volunteer opportunity 
near you! 

  
Green SnoPro Refresher Re-

Certification 
December 10, 2013 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
NHDES 

29 Hazen Dr. 
Concord, NH 03302 

  

2014 NH Water and 
Watershed Conference 

Friday, March 21, 2013 
Plymouth State University 

Plymouth, NH 032664 
  

  

Grants 

2013 VLAP Stats 
The Volunteer Lake Assessment Program (VLAP) experienced 
another busy year for volunteers and staff in the Jody Connor 

Limnology Center (JCLC). Approximately 500 volunteers monitored 
178 lakes throughout New Hampshire, an increase from 171 lakes 

in 2012. A total of 423 sampling events were conducted at VLAP 

lakes. Volunteers conducted a total of 296 individual sampling 
events, and biologists assisted volunteers for an additional 126 

sampling events. Approximately 185 deep spots and 500 
river/stream stations were sampled. 

  
Figures 1 and 2 provide a summary of VLAP sample parameters 

analyzed by the JCLC, Colby Sawyer College/Lake Sunapee 
Protective Association (CSC-LSPA) and Plymouth State University 

(PSU) for the 2013 sampling year. Approximately 14,184 individual 
sample results were generated by VLAP in 2013, a significant 

increase from 12,910 sample results in 2012. 

This 

was a result of increased participation, increased chloride 

monitoring, watershed management plan development at Pearly 
Pond in Rindge and Province Lake in Effingham, volunteers 

regularly utilizing the viewscope to collect transparency 
measurements, as well as a relatively wet start to the summer with 

tributaries flowing regularly.     
  



  
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation 
Five Star and Urban Waters 

Restoration Grant Program 
2014 Request for Proposals 

February 5, 2014 
  

  

Limno Lingo 

  
Monomictic: This term 

refers to lakes that mix 
completely from top to 

bottom during one mixing 
period each year. These lakes 

can be separated into cold 
monomictic and warm 

monomictic lakes. Cold 
monomicitc lakes never 

exceed 4° C, are mainly ice 
covered, and have only one 

period of circulation in the 

summer at or below 4° C. 
These are generally high 

altitude and high latitude 
lakes such as those in the 

Alps. Warm monomicitc lakes 
never cool to below 4° 

C, circulate freely once a year 
in winter, and are stably 

stratified for the remainder of 
the year, such as Lake Erie. 

  
 

 
VLAP continued to collect quality data. Volunteers collect field 

duplicate samples during the biologist visit to measure their ability 
to duplicate sampling procedures.  Figure 3 depicts the number of 

duplicate samples collected vs. the number that failed to meet 
acceptance criteria.  The majority of samples met acceptance 

criteria, validating the quality work of VLAP volunteers.   

  

The 2013 VLAP season continued to follow the biennial biologist 
visit schedule. Lake names M-Z received a biologist visit in 2013 

with the next visit scheduled in 2015. Lake names A-L will receive a 
biologist visit in 2014 and then again in 2016. Volunteers continue 

sampling on their own during the years in which their lake does not 
receive a biologist visit. Annual data collection is essential in 

establishing long-term water quality trends. These trends help 
determine whether water quality is getting better or worse and aid 

in watershed management decisions to protect and restore waters. 
  

  

2014 New Hampshire Water and Watershed 
Conference Call for Abstracts 
The 2014 New Hampshire Water and Watershed Conference is 
scheduled for Friday, March 21, 2014 at Plymouth State 

University. The theme for this year's conference is Sustainability of 
New Hampshire's Water Resources. The NHWWC provides current 

information on New Hampshire's water resources and related 
topics. The 2014 agenda includes a morning plenary talk on the 

sustainability of New Hampshire’s water resources. Abstract 

submittals for conference talks are due December 10, 2013 and 
focus on ten different topic areas including Water Resource, 

Outreach, Education and Citizen Science. Please visit the 
conference website for more information and to submit an abstract. 

  



  

Green SnoPro Certification 
As the winter season is upon us, the University of New Hampshire 
T2 Center offers the Green SnoPro certification courses for salt 

applicators focused on efficient and environmentally friendly winter 
maintenance practices. New in November, 2013, individuals who 

have attended and passed the Green SnoPro exam can apply for 
the voluntary NHDES Salt Applicator Certification per RSA 489-C. 

This certification also allows you to obtain liability protection for 
you and your clients. Visti the Green Sno Pro website or NHDES 

website for additional information and to view a list of certified 
professionals. 
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