Tips to Lessen the Environmental
Impacts of Coastal Boating

BOAT SEWAGE DISPOSAL:

Use the pumpout facilities listed in the
accompanying flyer. This is particularly important
in coastal waters, where sewage contamination of
shellfish harvest areas can pose a public health risk
(online link below).

FUELING, MAINTENANCE:

Use spill-proof gasoline containers, bilge pillows,
engine pads, and funnels with an automatic stop.
Many more tips are included in “Eco-Safe Boating
Tips” (online link below).

MOORINGS:

Consider using a newer mooring system that limits
or eliminates damage from mooring chains, which
can harm sensitive eelgrass beds and other bottom
habitats.

SPEED:

Prevent damage to saltmarshes, eelgrass beds, and
shorelines by avoiding shallow areas and observing
“No Wake” zones.

“NO DISCHARGE” EDUCATION:

Request a free, onboard visit from a NHDES staff
member to review your boat’s plumbing system,
and to learn how to ensure your boat is compliant
with the “No Discharge” requirement. Request an
inspection on tidal waters at (603) 559-1508 or by
email at Matthew.Wood@des.nh.gov

LINKS:

Pumpout Facilities:
www.des.nh.gov/wmb/cva/dir_map.htm

Boating and Shellfish Bed Closures:
www.des.nh.gov/WMB/cva/documents/
BoatingShellfishClosures.pdf

Eco-Safe Boating Tips:
www.des.nh.gov/nhppp/pdf/Eco-Safe_Boating.pdf
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