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The State of New Hampshire

Department of Environmental Services
Thomas S, Burack, Commissioner

Celebrating 25 Years of Protecting
New Hampshire's Environment

March 27,2012

The Honorable Andrew Renzullo, Chairman
Resources, Recreation and Development Committee
Legislative OfÍice Building, Room 305
Concord, NH 03301

RE: SB 241 relative to expiration and extension of terrain alteration permits

Dear Chairman Renzullo :

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on SB 241, as amended, relative to the
expiration and extension of terrain alteration permits. The Department of Environmental
Services (DES) supports this bill.

SB 241 stipulates that all DES terrain alteration permits shall be valid for a period
of 5 years and then establishes criteria for DES to grant permit extensions of up to an
additional 5 years. These provisions of SB 241 are identical to existing DES tenain
alteration rules (Chapter Env-Wq 1500), The bill also proposes to align DES permit
extension criteria with those of municipalities for cases where projects are "substantially
complete", thus making local and state permitting procedures more consistent. DES
strongly supports this approach. It is entirely consistent with the integrated permitting
embodied in SB 142, which was recently unanimously supported by the Senate Energy
and Natural Resource Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed legislation, If you
have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to call Rene
Pelletier, Assistant Director at27l-2951, or me aI27l-2958.

Sincerely,

cc: Senator De Blois and Groen
Representatives Lovett and LaCasse
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