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Subject: HB 1726, Relative to exempting the transport of certain electronic waste and universal
waste from the hazardous waste transporter registration program

Dear Chairman Haefner:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 1726. This bill would exempt the transportation of
electronic waste and universal waste from one municipality to another from the hazardous
waste transporter registration program. While the Department of Environmental Services has
just recently become aware of this bill, upon first review it appears that the legislation is
unnecessary because the exemption it seeks to establish already exists in Department rules.
The Department would welcome the opportunity to explore this issue further with the bill's
sponsors and their constituents, but we believe that more time is needed to understand the
purpose of the proposed legislation. Accordingly, we recommend that this bill be referred to
interim study.

Department of Environmental Services rules require that hazardous waste transporters register
their contact information and a description of their activities with the Department. However,
Department rule Env-Hw 601.02(d) specifically exempts transporters of wastes known as
"universal wastes" from this requirement. Universal wastes are hazardous wastes that are
commonly and widely generated and include: batteries; pesticides; mercury-containing devices,
including thermostats; fluorescent lamps; cathode ray tubes; and antifreeze. These wastes are
subject to streamlined rules (Env-Hw 1 100) that are designed to promote and encourage their
collection and recycling in a manner that is protective of human health and the environment.
Under these rules, transportation of universal wastes is not subject to the hazardous waste
transporter registration requirement. Similarly, most electronic wastes are regulated as solid
waste in New Hampshire, and when so classified their transportation is also not subject to the
hazardous waste transporter registration requirement.

ln summary, this legislation appears to be unnecessary because the exemption that it seeks to
establish already exists in rule. The Department acknowledges that the sponsors and their
constituents may have concerns that we do not yet understand. We would be happy to meet
with all interested parties to better understand these concerns, and we believe that a referral of
this bill to interim study would facilitate that process.
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Thank you for your careful consideration of this bill. lf you have any questions or require
additional information please contact Michael J. Wimsatt, Director, Waste Management Division
at (603 ) 27 1 -2905 m ichael.wi msatt@des. nh. qov

Sincerely,
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Thomas S. Burack, Commissioner
Department of Environmental Services

cc: Bill Sponsors
Committee Members


