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DES Announces Reporting Requirement for Geothermal Well Data

Concord, NH — The New Hampshire Geological Survey at the New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services announces new state reporting requirements on newly drilled geothermal
wells. The requested information is part of a law passed earlier this year that requires the New
Hampshire State Geologist to prepare an assessment of geothermal resources in the state by July
1, 2011.

Geothermal heating and cooling projects that drill at least three wells in excess of 1,000 feet or
more in depth at one site or property, must provide a description or geologic log from the deepest
borehole that contains information on the geological formations or materials encountered while
drilling. The report shall include any temperature measurements from the bottom of the hole, or
from fluids encountered in the hole. The deep, 1,000 foot threshold in the reporting requirement
effectively eliminates the requirement for most shallow, household geothermal installations from
being reported, as the law was designed to capture data from municipal, commercial, and other
large-scale installations.

All reports shall be prepared by a professional geologist licensed in New Hampshire within 30
days from the completion of drilling. In addition to the statewide assessment, this data will be
used to assist consumers and professional installers with planning and preparing estimates of
heating and cooling capacity based on heat capacity characteristics, and thickness of the different
rock types encountered in New Hampshire. The New Hampshire State Geologist is now
accepting reports, which can be mailed to the following address:

Department of Environmental Services
New Hampshire Geological Survey
Attention: Geothermal Reporting

29 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 95
Concord, New Hampshire 03302-0095

For more information regarding these reporting requirements can be obtained by calling Dr.
David Wunsch at 603-271-6482, or by email at: geology@des.nh.gov.
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