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Coastal Beaches Have a Banner Year
Bacteria Counts Low for Most of 2007 Swim Season

Concord, NH — The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Service (DES) Beach
Program announce today that despite some hot days and thousands of visitors, New Hampshire’s
coastal beaches remained clean throughout the summer. With only one week left in the summer
beach season only one coastal beach advisory was posted during the 2007 season. The New
Castle Town Beach has been the only beach posted for an advisory. The advisory lasted for two
days before the waters were within the state standards for public beaches.

The DES Beach Program is responsible for monitoring all state public beaches for bacteria and
public health issues. This includes the 15 coastal public beaches, which stretch the length of
New Hampshire’s 18 mile coast.

Of the 15 beaches, one is sampled once every two weeks, seven are sampled once per week, and
another seven are sampled twice per week.

“Without this structured sampling design, the public could be exposed to water-borne diseases,”
said Jody Connor, Limnology Center Director and manager of the Beach Program. “Beach
Program inspectors are present at our coastal waters on a daily basis conducting public beach
sampling to make sure coastal beaches are a safe recreational place for New Hampshire residents
and visitors. Our partnerships with the coastal towns and the State Parks staff are essential to
providing information to the public about the health of our beaches.”

Beach advisories are posted on the DES website at www.des.nh.gov/Beaches/current.asp. Also
available are past years’ reports for each coastal public beach at
www.des.nh.gov/Beaches/reports.html.

For additional information about beach sampling, please call Alicia Carlson with the Beach
Program at (603) 271-0698. Visit the DES Beach Program website at www.des.nh.gov/Beaches/
for more information.
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