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Town Celebrates River and the Return of the Alewife

Exeter, NH - The Exeter River Local Advisory Committee (ERLAC) is busy finalizing plans for
the 7™ annual Exeter River Alewife Festival, to be held Saturday, June 2nd from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. along Swasey Parkway in downtown Exeter. This day-long celebration of the Exeter River
and the return of the herring-like fish Alewife, will include activities for kids, live music, hot
food, live animals, and over two dozen displays from environmental, historic and arts
organizations, all under tents spread out across the Parkway. The rain date is Sunday, June 3rd.

Each spring the Alewife make their journey upstream to spwan. The Festival events begin at 10
a.m. with a tour of the N.H. Fish and Game fish ladder next to the Dam View Restaurant on
Water Street. Staff from N.H. Fish and Game will be on site to provide a close-up view of
Alewives and other migrating fish. A second tour of the fish ladder will be held at 2 p.m. For
the first time at the Festival, walking tours of Exeter’s historical waterfront will be held at 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. The canoe and kayak race, along a five mile course set on the tidal Squamscott
River, begins at 1:30 p.m. Join the race or cheer on paddlers from the Parkway. Several new
activities for kids have been added, including a scavenger hunt, a flip-the-fish race, and a
climbing wall.

According to ERLAC Chair Don Clement, the Festival has something for everyone. “If you are
interested in fish and fishing, come on down, if you are interested in the river and how it was
used hundreds of years ago, join the walking tour. We’ll have lots of activities for kids and lots
of interesting people to talk with about wildlife habitat and scientific research being conducted
along the river. The river plays an important role in all our lives, from drinking water and flood
control to bird watching and fishing. It is a river worthy of an annual celebration.”

“The environmental exhibits and presentations are only part of the fun as local artists and
vendors can be found among the displays of bugs and eels and Enviroscapes. The festival has
become a fixture of late spring in Exeter, with its beautiful setting on the banks of the river in
Swasey Park, the fantastic music and the tasty food. It’s really a must see event,” said Dave
Murphy, New Hampshire Coastal Program Grants Coordinator, a program which has provided
financial support to the Festival since it began in 2001.

Financial support for this year’s Festival was provided by the New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services, N.H. Coastal Program, N.H. Charitable Foundation and RiverWoods at
Exeter. For more information on the ERLAC and the Festival, please contact Theresa Walker at
the Rockingham Planning Commission, 778-0885, or visit ERLAC’s website at
WWW.exeterriver.org.
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