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Pay-As-You-Throw Helps Increase Recycling Rates

Concord, NH — The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) announced
today that data it has collected and analyzed from the state’s municipal solid waste and recycling
programs clearly shows that towns and cities that have implemented Pay-As-You-Throw
(PAYT) for solid waste services have average recycling rates at least 1/3 higher than those that
use budget line items to fund waste services.

Forty one towns and cities in New Hampshire already have PAYT in place and several others are
considering it. Municipalities with the highest recycling rates include Lancaster at 62%,
Littleton at 72% and Peterborough at 78.5%. All three towns have Pay-As-You-Throw in place.
In fact, 6 out of the top 10 use PAYT. Recent results of a new PAYT system in Canterbury have
been good, with a 1/3 reduction in the amount of trash sent to the incinerator and a 1/3 increase
in recycling tonnages.

“The Pay-as-you-throw concept is simple and effective —people recycle more to reduce the
amount they pay out of pockets for trash disposal,” said Don Maurer, Supervisor, Solid Waste
Technical Assistance Section at DES. “We are all familiar with paying for services such as
electricity and we all know that using energy efficient lighting and turning off unnecessary lights
can save us money. The same thing works for trash.”

The DES Solid Waste Technical Assistance Section is available to help any town or city
interested in using PAYT to reduce waste disposal costs. For more information, please call
Donald Maurer, Supervisor, at (603) 271-3713. The USEPA also has information on their
website at http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/payt/index.htm.
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