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2007 Upper Merrimack Management Plan



 
The Plan is a new document based on an 
assessment of successes from the 1994 plan 
as well as needs and emerging issues



 
Not a revision but a new plan



 
It was developed by UMRLAC and VHB, Inc. 
using logic model principles that specifies 
goals, objectives, and management activities 
for…



2007 Upper Merrimack Management Plan



 
Water resources


 

Water quality


 

Water quantity


 

Stream channel integrity


 
Outstanding resources


 

Agriculture


 

Recreation


 

Wildlife


 

Historical and acheological


 

Geologic and natural features



2007 Upper Merrimack Management Plan



 
Riparian lands


 

Vegetation


 

Buffers and setbacks


 

Land use and open space


 

Floodplains



2007 Upper Merrimack Management Plan



 
The plan contains 


 

16 goals


 

35 objectives


 

122 activities


 
More about the logic models



Project Overview



 
Purpose:


 

Determine if better levels of shoreland 
protection are needed along the Upper 
Merrimack River and its tributaries



 

Plan focused on setbacks and maintenance of 
natural vegetative buffers



Project Overview



 
Project Steps:


 

Regulatory audit 


 

Mapping exercises


 

Existing land use interpretation


 

Policy recommendations



Regulatory Audit



 
Reviewed land use regulations for six 
UMRLAC towns:



 

Franklin


 

Northfield


 

Canterbury


 

Boscawen


 

Concord


 

Bow



 
Reviewed the Comprehensive Shoreland 
Protection Act (RSA 483-B)



Regulatory Audit



 
Compared local regulations among towns 
and with CSPA requirements



 
Looking at:


 

What buffer/setback requirements exist, if any 
(distance)



 

What standards are in place within the buffers 
(specific protection criteria)



 

What land uses are permitted in the vicinity of 
surface water resources, both inside and 
outside of any buffers



Mapping Exercises



 
Goal was to graphically represent results of 
the regulatory audit



 
Created a series of maps:


 

Local buffer and setback distances


 

CSPA protection buffers


 

50’ Waterfront buffer


 

150’ Natural woodland buffer


 

250’ Protected shoreland area


 

Overlay of floodplains and a 300’ buffer from 
all rivers and streams









Next Steps



 
Develop GIS-based land use interpretation to 
create a baseline dataset depicting how land 
is currently being used


 

How do existing land uses relate to regulations 
that are in place and existing levels of 
protection



 
Make policy recommendations for each town:


 

Identified gaps in protection


 

Ways to strengthen local ordinances



Land Use Interpretation



Questions?


 

Michele Tremblay, Chair 
Upper Merrimack River Local 
Advisory Committee 
MerrimackRiver.org



 

Steve Landry, Vice Chair 
Upper Merrimack River Local 
Advisory Committee 
MerrimackRiver.org



 

Matt Monahan, Regional Planner 
Central NH Regional Planning 
Commission 
mmonahan@cnhrpc.org



 

Vanessa Bittermann, Regional Planner 
Central NH Regional Planning 
Commission 
vbittermann@cnhrpc.org
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