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Contoocook and North Branch Rivers



 

Contoocook and North Branch Rivers were 
designated in 1991



 

Part of the NH River Management and 
Protection Program



 

Contoocook and North Branch Local 
Advisory Committee 



 

(CNBRLAC) formed


 

Current plan adopted in 1994





Local Advisory Committee



 

Volunteers from 14 towns


 

Responsible for developing and 
implementing a management plan



 

Advise state and local governments on river 
management



 

Review any plans that might affect water 
quality, flow, or other resources



Updating the Management Plan



 

Goals:
– Whose plan? 



 

Involve communities in update process

– Who will use the plan?


 

Workable plan that will be of use to local communities



 

Regional Planning Commissions working 
with CNBRLAC  in 2009-2010 to update plan



Project Overview



 

Water Resources Protection Audit


 

Maps


 

Stakeholder Survey


 

Recreational Access Points


 

ID Most Impacted River Segments


 

Public Visioning Session


 

Goals and Recommendations


 

Produce the Plan and present for adoption



Regulatory Audit



 

Review local land use regulations in each 
community



 

What protections exist?


 

Where are gaps?


 

Make recommendations



Regulatory Audit

Questions


 

Does the Town have a Shoreland Protection 
District? What are the setbacks for the SP 
District which apply to the Contoocook and 
North Branch Rivers (building, septic, other)? 



 

What other ordinances establish setback or 
area requirements or prohibit uses?



Shoreland Protection District Requirements

Have SP 

 

District

Minimum 

 

Building 

 

Setback
Minimum 

 

Septic Setback

Minimum 

 

Natural 

 

Vegetative 

 

Buffer
Excavation 

 

Prohibited

Hazardous 

 

Materials 

 

Prohibited

Maximum 

 

Impervious 

 

Surface
Minimum 

 

Open Space

STATE Yes 50' 75' 50'* No** Yes 30% No

Boscawen Yes 150' 100' No Yes Yes No No

Concord Yes 75' 75' ‐

 

125' 75' Yes No 15% 70%

Deering Yes 150' 125' No Yes Yes 20% No

Henniker No 75' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Hillsborough Yes 75' No No No No No No

Hopkinton No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Antrim Yes 100' No No Yes Yes No* No

Bennington No N/A N/A N/A 75' Yes* 20%* N/A

Greenfield No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Hancock No 100' 125' N/A N/A Yes** N/A N/A

Jaffrey Yes 75' 200'* No Yes Yes** No No

Peterborough Yes 100'* No No Yes Yes** No No

Rindge Yes* No 100' No 75' Yes 20%** 30%***

Stoddard Yes* No No No No No No No



Maps



 

Hydrologic features


 

Access Points


 

Zoning


 

Wildlife Action Plan









Stakeholder Survey



 

What are uses, values, and concerns relating 
to the Contoocook/North Branch Rivers?



 

Distributed to:
– landowners in each town
– public officials



 

Online version posted on RPC and town 
websites



Recreational Access



 

LAC members updated lists and maps


 

Vehicular vs. non-vehicular access


 

Popular uses at each site



Identifying Most Impacted Segments



 

Hot Spots
– Exotic species, erosion, dumping, etc.



 

Existing conditions maps, VRAP data, LAC 
input, survey results



 

Recommendations



Next Steps



 

Complete data collection


 

Visioning Session


 

Goals and Recommendations


 

Draft Plan



Questions?

Michelle Hamm
CNBRLAC Chair 
mhamm@mpm.com

Vanessa Bittermann 
CNHRPC 

vbittermann@cnhrpc.org

Evan Aird 
CNHRPC 

eaird@cnhrpc.org

mailto:mhamm@mpm.com
mailto:vbittermann@cnhrpc.org
mailto:eaird@cnhrpc.org
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