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Federal and State Listed Species

� Both federal and state law identify various 

species that are threatened and endangered and 

provide for their protection.

State:

•Grasshopper Sparrow 

(threatened)

•Common Tern 

(endangered)

•Bald Eagle 

(endangered)

Federal (Endangered Species Act):

•Bald Eagle (threatened)

•New England Cottontail (proposed)

•American Eel (proposed)

•Shortnosed Sturgeon*

*Range includes the Piscataqua River, but there is no 
reliable record of its presence.



Marine Mammals

� Federal Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972

Seals:

•Harbor (most abundant)

•Gray

•Hooded

Cetaceans:

•Harbor Porpoise (most abundant)

•Atlantic Bottlenose

•Atlantic White-Sided

•Offshore species (some reports of their 

atypical presence in the river)



Diadromous Fish

� Cyclical movement into and out of Piscataqua 

River (i.e. anadromous, catadromous)

� Piscataqua acts as conduit between fresh and 

saltwater

� Any impediment to natural movement may effect 

their reproductivity



Diadromous Fish

� New Hampshire’s Diadromous Species:

– Alewife

– Blueback Herring

– American Shad

– Sea Lamprey

– American Eel

� NHF&G operated fish ladders indicate a limited 
number of sea run:

– Brown Trout (“salters”)

– Brook Trout 

– Rainbow Trout (“steelhead”)

– Atlantic Salmon



Resident and Seasonal Fish

� C.F. Jackson 1922

– 27 species

– Added 3 more in 1944 report

� Normandeau/PSNH fish collections 1970

– 27 species

� NHF&G inventory study 1980’s

– 32 species

� Short’s monograph

– 39 species



C.F. Jackson - 1922



Normandeau/PSNH Collections-1970



NHF&G Inventory Study 1981-1982



Newington Power Facility Collections



NMFS-Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Designation
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