
Key to New Hampshire Vernal Pool Indicator Species
 Remnants found in dry pools beyond breeding season

Shells

Single Shell Double Shell

coiled

Orb snail
Planorbidae

spiral, opening 
on left

Pouch snail
Physidae

spiral, opening 
on right

Pond snail
Lymnaeidae

small, whitish, 
tan or brown 

3-15mm

Pill or 
Fingernail 

clam
Sphariidae

Caddisfly larva 
or case

Northern
caddisfly

Limnephilidae

Giant
casemaker

Phyrganeidae

Tube or trumpet 
caddisfly

Polycentropodidae

Key based on the work of the University of Wisconsin - Extension and the Riveredge Nature Center, Wisconsin. 
Pond snail images courtesty of ClipArtETC - Florida Center for Instructional Technology. All other images 
courtesy of University of Wisconsin - Extension Environmental Resources Center. May be reproduced with this 
credit for educational, non-profit purposes.

•	 Additional field guides or other resources may be necessary to confirm or more 
specifically identify the invertebrates.

•	 For more information about vernal pools, check the NH DES website at 
www.des.nh.gov.

•	 Images are not to scale.

Clam shrimp or shell
Spinicaudata
Laevicaudata

less than 3mm

Tube or Case
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