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New Hampshire’s Changing Landscape
What’s Important in the Update?

+ Growth continues in 1990’s intensity...
- and has expanded across N.H. in (5) years.

+ Some of our most important natural
 resources are the least protected statewide,
- and are found in the most rapidly urbanizing
: parts of the state.

+ There is some good news in the gain of
- conservation v. development statewide, but...
- more than half our towns are losing ground.

Research Dept - Saciety for the Protection of NH Forests

Where is New Hampshire Growing?
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Pdpulation Growth

« New Hampshire has been the fastest
growing state in New England and
the Northeast for the last 40 years

» From 1990 to 2004, we grew twice as
fast as the rest of the region, at 17.2%

« We are projected to add 358,000 new
residents between 2000 and 2025, an
increase of more than 28%

+ 80% of this growth will be absorbed in the four southeastern
counties, on only one-third of the state’s land base.
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Natural Change v. Net Domestic In-Migration

G Domestic In-Migration l
8 Birth Gain 75% Net In-Migration
e [p 2000 from MA

‘\{ Out-mignstion

Sowrce: N.H. Office of Stats Planning
£ 118. Ceasus Buceau.
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Rural
Density

<16 houses/
square mile

Dublin, NH
11 homes
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One Mile
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Exurban
Density

16 to 64 houses/
square mile

Weare, NH
62 homes
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Sﬁburban

Density

64 to 376 houses/ §

square mile

Bjedford
178 Homes
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One Mile

+ Mapped from aerial photos
of Strafford & Rockingham
Counties

« For use in a land use change
modeling project

Source:
Coopentive bastivute for Casstal 2ad Exuetine Enviranmental Technology, 2000

Note residential land use
change in the vicinity of
Cobbetts Pond and Canobie
Lake in Windhanv/Salem.

tive Instituto for Coastal and Estusrine Eavirosmental Teshnology, 2000
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Growth Frontier -- 2005

Census 2000 : v 5. Consusenan v HenosoIoOy

. o0l 5o
: New Hampshire CRREEL L ERE TN
Incoreons paverty 12 103252 246 40th
510,630 aznd
soucation
Commuting
Sirthlaze pnd snghioge
o
L GERSRAROS.  Coly ustngrod for secis
sioicity. Viith b greatest inerease,
BReoapd eMOIY. | o tar areas withane
Housshosgs'  teast change and bunfor
1633 veith tho groatest

* #30.410 2030
1443510 +13.45%
Popufaiondnastty. B +33310 413.5%
oareh R +32810+413.3%
e %
PRSI INGS. o o e320%

Venezo tise Wigs wie —A.tp 47T

_ponutatioy conter’ "SI0 485

et Conpae Grrans UGR TODAY s somrc need 3mobsas b Daes DVCIHLeR, Jame o We st #nd Aasne Coery: gragara oy asn Ynomepric

Rescarch Dept - Society for the Protection of NH Forests

Housing Construction

* 46,520 new homes built in N.H.
1998 to 2003

*+ 34,940 were single family housing

* An average of 5,800 new single
family homes were built in the last
(6) years

1998-2003
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Land ConVersion Due to

Housing Construction

+ Each new singie family home
transforms 1.4 acres of land to

1998-2003 (...

residential & associated land uses P
+ 41,500 acres, or nearly 65 sq milesjgs 22 mm

were converted by single family e
housing construction from 1998 to
2003

« 1990 to 1997 construction centered
in Rockingham County and the lower
Merrimack River valley .

+ 1998 to 2003 has seen a shift to the
west and the north away from the

Seacoast
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Housing Construction in the Lakes Region

1998 -2003 ...~
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% Land Forested

Forestland Today
in New Hampshire

+ N.H. is still the 2 most forested
state in the nation after Maine.

» But we have been losing about
17,500 acres of forest cOVEr per year i w.wn
since the early 1980°s. '

« Estimates based on satellite data show -
N.H. has dropped to 81.1% forested
from 87% in 1983.

+ Modeling of population growth against
forest land decline predicts a further
drop to 79.1% by 2025.

+ A 2% decline amounts to 180 sq miles
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Projected Changes to Forest Land 2001 - 2025

Acres
Converted

Loss of Formt Land (scoes)

+ Percent
Change
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» Percent Land
Forest Blocks Peroeni L

>500 Acres

‘A “forest block” is an area of

forest that is not broken up by
roads, other land uses, or large
‘water features.

A 500-acre block is big enough:

v'To support significant wildlife
. habitat :
-v"To protect water quality
'¥'To allow for economic forest
. management
:¥'To foster a remote recreation
experience
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Block Distribution
>1%f080 Act of Forest Blocks
Statewide

500-acre forest blocks are still
fairly widespread in N.H., but are
sparse in the Seacoast & Lower
Merrimack River Valley

5,000-acre blocks — a threshold

of ecological significance and
sustainable economic forestry —
exist only in the Monadnock
Highlands and north to Coos County|
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Analysis of Residential Land Use
Change on Bow Lake, NH
1962 to 1998

Source: CICEETS Land Usa Change for Rockingham & Strafford Counties, 2000

NA
F) 4 T4 T AR 17 B0 | o |
£l Lo S F 2 N | - T I

Total CSPA 250" buffer area = 349.9 acres.
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— :
USGS SPARROW Stream
Water Quality Model
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Development Yield of N and P
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Development Yield of N and P
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