Climate Action Plan Glossary

AFW: The Agriculture, Forestry and Waste working group.

Biomass: When referring to fuel, means plant-derived fuel
including clean and untreated wood such as brush, stumps,
lumber ends and trimmings, wood pallets, bark, wood chips or
pellets, shavings, sawdust and slash, agricultural crops, biogas,
or liquid biofuels, but shall exclude any materials derived in
whole or in part from construction and demolition debris.

CAFE: The federal Corporate Average Fuel Economy program,
which sets minimum fuel economy for cars and light trucks,

including sport utility vehicles.
Capacity: The maximum power capability of a system.

Carbon Dioxide (CO,): The major heat-trapping gas whose
concentration is being increased by human activities. It also
serves as the yardstick for all other greenhouse gases. The
major source of CO, emissions is fossil fuel combustion. Carbon
dioxide emissions also result from clearing forests and burn-
ing biomass. Atmospheric concentrations of CO, have been
increasing at a rate of about 0.5 percent a year, and are now
more than 30 percent above pre-industrial levels.

Carbon Sequestration: The uptake and storage of carbon.
Trees and other plants, for example, absorb CO, then release

the oxygen while storing the carbon.

Carbon Sinks: The processes or ecological systems that take
in and store more carbon than they release. This process is
called carbon sequestration. Forests and oceans are large
carbon sinks.

CCPTF: Climate Change Policy Task Force.

Climate Change: A significant change from one climatic condi-
tion to another, often used in reference to climate changes
caused by increase in heat-trapping gases since the end of
the 19th century.

Climate: The average state of the atmosphere, including typi-
cal weather patterns for a particular region and time period

(usually 30 years). Climate is not the same as weather, but

rather the average pattern of weather for a particular region.
Weather describes the short-term state of the atmosphere;
climate is longer-term. Climatic elements include average
precipitation, temperature, wind, and seasonal phenomena
such as length of the growing season among others.

CO,e: Carbon dioxide equivalent, a measure that is used to
express the concentration of all heat-trapping gases in terms
of CO,.

Combined Heat and Power: Also referred to as cogeneration
is the process by which two different and useful forms of
energy are produced at the same time. For example, water
may be boiled to generate electricity in a turbine, with the
leftover steam used to drive industrial processes or captured

for space heating.
CSNE: Carbon Solutions New England.

DES: New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services;
the state agency with primary responsibility for environmental
permitting and enforcement.

DOT: New Hampshire Department of Transportation; the state
agency with the responsibility to construct and maintain the
transportation system and facilities in the state.

DSM: Demand-side management includes end-use measures
that conserve electricity. They include energy efficient prod-
ucts and design, and load management strategies.

EGU: The electric generation working group.

EIA: United States Energy Information Administration, a divi-
sion of the United States Department of Energy that focuses
on data collection and analysis.

Embodied Energy: The total expenditure of energy involved
in the creation of the building and its constituent materials.
In terms of a full lifecycle of a product, it can also refer to the
energy thatis required to extract, process, package, transport,
install, and recycle or dispose of materials and products.

EPA: United States Environmental Protection Agency.
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Executive Order 2007-3: Order signed in 2007 by Governor
John Lynch establishing the Climate Change Action Plan and
charging that body to develop climate change goals and a

plan for the state.

FHWA: The Federal Highway Administration is a major
agency of the United States Department of Transportation
and is charged with the broad responsibility of ensuring that
America’s roads and highways continue to be the safest and
most technologically up-to-date.

FIA: The Forest Inventory and Analysis Program of the United
States Forest Service provides the information needed to as-
sess America’s forests.

Fossil Fuel: A general term for combustible geologic deposits
of carbon in reduced (organic) form. Fossil fuels are of biologi-
cal origin, and include coal, oil, natural gas, oil shales and tar
sands. Amajor concern is that they emit CO, when burned, sig-
nificantly contributing to the enhanced greenhouse effect.

Generation: The process of making electricity. The term may

also refer to energy supply.

Greenhouse Effect: The thermal effect that results from
heat-trapping gases allowing incoming solar radiation to pass
through the Earth’s atmosphere, but preventing most of the
outgoing infrared radiation from the surface and lower atmo-

sphere from escaping into outer space.

Greenhouse Gas: Any gas that absorbs infrared radiation
(traps heat) in the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases include
water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO,), methane (CH,), nitrous
oxide, (N,0), halogenated fluorocarbons (HCFCs), ozone (O,),
perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).

GWh: Gigawatt-hours (1 million kilowatt-hours).

HFC: Hydrofluorocarbon compounds; a man-made green-

house gas generated by industrial processes.

ICLEI: International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives,
a nonprofit organization that partners with local governments
on environmental and sustainable development projects,

particularly climate change.

IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Estab-
lished in 1988, the IPCC assesses information in the scientific
and technical literature related to all significant components
of the issue of climate change. It draws on hundreds of the
world’s leading scientists to serve as authors, and thou-
sands as reviewers. Key experts on climate change and the
environmental, social and economic sciences from some 60
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nations have helped the IPCC prepare periodic assessments
of the scientific underpinnings of global climate change and

its consequences.
KWh: Kilowatt-hour.

LEED: The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
program of the United States Green Building Council.

Methane (CH,): A hydrocarbon that is a heat-trapping gas
carrying a global warming potential recently estimated at
24.5. Methane is produced through anaerobic (without
oxygen) decomposition of waste in landfills, animal digestion,
decomposition of animal wastes, production and distribution
of natural gas and oil, coal production and incomplete fossil

fuel combustion.
MMtCO,e: Million metric tons of CO, equivalent.
Mt: A metric ton equivalent to 1.102 short tons (2000 lbs.)

MW: Megawatt, A measure of electricity capacity. One MW
is sufficient to provide power to 700 to 1,000 homes.

MWh: Megawatt-hours (1 thousand kilowatt-hours).

NEG/ECP: New England Governors/Eastern Canadian Premiers,
the regional inter-governmental organization responsible for
releasing the NEG/ECP Climate Change Action Plan in 2001.

NESCAUM: Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Man-
agement, a nonprofit regional air quality policy organization
whose directors are the top air pollution control officials in all
six New England states, New York and New Jersey.

Nitrous Oxide (N,0): A powerful greenhouse gas with a global
warming potential of 310. Major sources of nitrous oxide in-
clude soil cultivation — especially from use of commercial and
organic fertilizers — fossil fuel combustion in vehicles, nitric

acid production and the combustion of biomass.

NO,: Oxides of nitrogen, both nitric oxide (NO) and nitrogen
dioxide (NO,). They are key in forming ground-level ozone

smog, and contribute to acid rain and particulate pollution.

OEP: New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning; this is an
executive-level office that is responsible for guiding the state’s
future growth through public policy development, education,
research, and partnership building.

PFCs: Perfluorocarbons; a man-made greenhouse gas gener-
ated by industrial processes.

PPM: Parts per million.

PUC: The Public Utilities Commission, whose mission it is to
ensure that customers of regulated utilities receive safe, ad-



equate and reliable service at just and reasonable rates.

PV: Photovoltaic; a treated semiconductor material that con-

verts sunlight to electricity.

RCI: The residential, commercial and industrial working
group.

REC: Renewable energy certificates which are marketable/
tradable entities that represents one megawatt hour (1,000

kWh) of power generation from a renewable energy source.

RPS: Renewable Portfolio Standard; a policy designed to influ-
ence the development of renewable resources and technolo-
gies by requiring electricity providers to obtain a minimum
percentage of the power they supply to their customers from

renewable energy resources by a certain date.

SBC: System benefit charge; a charge on a consumer’s bill
from an electric distribution company to pay for the costs
of certain public benefits such as low-income assistance and

energy efficiency.

SF: Sulfur hexafluoride; a man-made greenhouse gas gener-

ated by industrial processes.

Sink: Removals of carbon from the atmosphere, with the
carbon stored in forests, soils, landfills, wood structures, or
other biomass-related products.

SIT: USEPA State Greenhouse Gas Inventory Tool.

Source: Any process or activity that releases into the at-
mosphere a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor to a

greenhouse gas.

SUV: Sports utility vehicle, considered under federal gas mile-
age standards to be a light-duty truck, and subject to a lower

average mile per gallon requirement: 20.7 mpg.
TLU: Transportation and land use working group.
UNH: University of New Hampshire

VMT: Vehicle-miles traveled.
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