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The Honorable Jeb Bradley, Chair
Energy and Natural Resources Committee
State House, Room 100
Concord, NH 03301

RE: SB 196-FN AN ACT appropriating funds to the department of environmental services for the
purposes of funding eligible water supply land protection costs under the state aid grant program.

Dear Chairman Bradley and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB 38. This bill would reinstate funding for the'Water
Supply Land Grant Program which provides matching grants to purchase land or easements on land that
protects sources of public drinking water. DES supports this bill.

The Water Supply Land Grant Program was initially established in 2000 through amendments to RSA
486-A, Aid to Public Water Systems. For the first three years, this program was funded at $1,500,000
annually and then at varying amounts through 2008,when funding was eliminated due to budget
concerns. In FY 20II, the program received $3,000,000 from New Hampshire's Department of
Transportation 1-93 Mitigation Fund (federal funding source). This one time funding event is being used
to protect water supply lands primarily in the watershed of Lake Massabesic, Manchester's water supply
source, and also in 4 other communities (Salem,'Windham, Derry, and Londondeny).

Protecting land around the sources of public drinking water (wells and intakes) is widely considered to be
important and cost effective protection of natural infrastructure. For forward thinking municipalities, this
was true 100 years ago and remains true today. Unfortunately, many communities have not been so far
sighted, nor fortunate enough to have been able to tap water sources in protected areas such as the White
Mountain National Forest or other protected lands, and are behind in getting their water supply lands
protected. The attached biennial repoft provides information about the need for the program and the
progress that has been made in protecting critical water supply lands in the years when funding was
available. Some key points from the report follow:

- 50% of the municipal systems that use surface water have less than25%o of their watershed
lands permanently protected and 87%o of the systems relying on ground water have less than
25%o of their wellhead protection areas protected.

- More than one third of the community water systems in the state do not own or control even
the land immediately surrounding their wells (i.e. sanitary protection radii).

- Keeping land undeveloped around sources of drinking water provides natural filtration and
treatment while also providing greater response time for spills from commercial and industrial
facilities and roadways outside the protected arca.
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- Total state funding of grants under this program from 2000-2009 was $6,579,568. This
amount leveraged $20,000,000 in investment by others and protected 4,993 acres of water
supply land (i.e. $1,334 state investment/acre) statewide (list attached).

- Demand for water supply land grants exceeded the amount available in every statewide grant
round between 2000 and 2009.

New Hampshire citizens seem to agree that investing in land conservation for water supply protection is
worthwhile. In a 2012 survey of likely New Hampshire voters, nearly aIl (97 percent) agreed that we
must invest in land conservation to protect the state's quality of life for future generations and 86 percent
said that preserving land for water quality protection is a very important part of land conservation.

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to support this bill. If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact Sarah Pillsbury, Administrator, Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau
(Saran.PltsUury@¿ ,27I-l|68).
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Thomas S. Burack
Commissioner

cc: Sponsors ofSB 196


